
 

  

 

GAINESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 

HURRICANE TRACKER 

Spring 2018 

It is amazing that the school year is 

already ¾ of the way finished.  Our 

students, teachers, and staff con�n-

ue to work extremely hard to make 

sure everyone is successful.  Once 

we return from Spring Break, the 

tes�ng season will be completely 

underway.  It is vital that your stu-

dent a%end school each day.  Miss-

ing school can nega�vely impact 

your student’s prepara�on for exams 

and even their ability to take an ex-

am.  Students will soon be taking 

Florida Standards Assessment exams 

(FSA), state End-of-Course exams 

(EOC), Advanced Placement exams 

(AP), and Cambridge exams (AICE).  

 

I encourage every parent to u�lize 

Skyward Family Access.  Skyward is 

the new district data system.  Family 

Access allows parents to monitor 

their student’s a%endance, grades, 

behavior, and other important infor-

ma�on.  I respect the busy schedules 

our parents keep.  Please take a few 

minutes each week to review your 

student’s progress.  If you have any 

ques�ons about Skyward or the Fam-

ily Access component, please contact 

the front office. 

We con�nue to strive for our goal of 

a 100% gradua�on rate.  Last school 

year, GHS reached a 90% gradua�on 

rate (8% above the state average).  

While that is a wonderful accomplish-

ment, we must do be%er.  If your stu-

dent has failed even one semester 

course, he/she is not on track to 

graduate.  GHS offers credit retrieval 

classes, adult educa�on classes, and 

virtual classes to allow students to 

make up missing 

credits.  If you have 

any ques�ons re-

garding your stu-

dent’s academic 

standing or status 

towards gradua�on, 

please contact the 

Guidance Office.   

 

It is always cri�cal 

that the school has 

accurate parent in-

forma�on on file.  If 

you have moved, 

changed phone 

numbers, changed 

email addresses, 

please let our office 

know.  We send a 

large amount of informa�on out to 

parents.  I personally send mul�ple 

emails out each month.  We also 

need your correct contact infor-

ma�on if there ever is an emergency 

involving your student.   

 

I am looking forward to a fantas�c 

finish to this school year. 

 

Go Canes!  

A Letter from Our Principal 

             Mr. David Shelnu%, Principal 
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Test & Test Date Registraon Deadline Late Fee Required 

SAT June 2, 2018 May 3, 2018 May 23, 2018 

ACT June 9, 2018 May 4, 2018 May 18, 2018 

ACT July 14, 2018 June 15, 2018 June 22, 2018 

SAT & ACT Registration Information 

Guidance Information 
Dr. Mallory Becker,  

Assistant Principal for Student Services 

Opons Notes 

Credit Retrieval Op�on Pro-

gram (CROP) 

Operates aJer school and during the Summer; computer based 

Virtual School Students can choose Alachua eSchool or Florida Virtual School; computer 

based; eSchool operates during the school year and FLVS operates year around 

Adult Educa�on Operates aJer school and during the Summer; paper based 

How To Make Up Credits 
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FSA ELA and ACT Prep Classes 

 
 (all sessions are in the library) 

 

 
 

Are YOU worried about passing the FSA ELA or the ACT Reading test? 
Do you feel that a little extra help is what you need?  

 
Come join us as we review strategies that will help YOU be successful 

on the  
 FSA ELA test  (or the ACT Reading). 

  
 

Small group instruction. 
Snacks will be provided.  

RTS passes will be available for those who need them. 

 
Come willing to learn and willing to work because we are willing to help!  

 

Session 
# 

Boot Camp Focus Boot Camp Saturdays:            9am-12pm 
(library) 

1 Writing: Thesis/Introduction 9/30 

2 Writing: Integrating Evidence (Quoting, Para-
phrasing, and Citing) 

10/21 
**ACT help available on this date** 

3 Writing: Claim/Counterclaim 2/3 
**ACT help available on this date** 

4 Reading: Key Ideas and Details 3/10 

5 Reading: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 3/17 

6 Reading: Craft and Structure 4/7 
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Carmen BuLiloski, Cambridge Coordi-

nator 

Email: buLiloskich@gm.sbac.edu 

Cambridge Website: h%p://

gainesville.sbac.edu/pages/

GHS0151/Magnet_Programs/

Cambridge 

AICE Examinations/Proctor Help 

Cambridge Examina�ons will 

be administered April 30 through 

June 11th. AICE and AP Exam 

schedules, including dates, �mes, 

and loca�ons, are available on the 

GHS Cambridge website. We have 

been fortunate in the past to have 

many parent volunteers willing to 

help proctor AICE examina�ons. 

Watch for an email that will 

give parents an opportunity to 

volunteer as exam proctors 

through an on-line scheduling link.   

Please note, parents may not 

proctor their child’s examina�ons. 

Cambridge 

Seniors: SAVE 

THE DATE  
The Cambridge party “Just 

Desserts” will be held May 21st, 

from 6:45 – 9 PM, in the Youth 

Building at Trinity United Method-

ist Church. This is a party, orga-

nized by parents, but for students 

only. Student invita�ons will be 

distributed later this spring. This 

year the parent-sponsored event 

is being coordinated by Irena Mel-

vin 

(mommatwoboys@gmail.com).   

Parents who are interested in 

helping organize and implement 

this event are asked to contact 

Ms. Melvin for more details. 
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Dear GHS Families: 

Gree�ngs from the 2017-18 GHS Academic Boosters 

Board!  

We have been working behind the scenes this year 

focusing on our purpose to enhance the overall aca-

demic mission of GHS through the �me, effort and 

financial support of its members and volunteers. We 

are proud to support all GHS students, teachers and 

staff.  We honor the ongoing hard work of our stu-

dents, especially those that have brought up or main-

tained their academic performance in the midst of 

daily distrac�ons and challenges.  We applaud the 

ongoing hard work and dedica�on of our faculty and 

staff, especially those that wear mul�ple job hats 

every day while advoca�ng for our students. Yes, at 

GHS, that applies to all faculty and staff!  

As we are all aware, this school year has been filled 

with ac�vi�es above and beyond the typical school 

year.  From weather, structural damage and illness to 

addic�on, violence and insufficient funding, we have 

witnessed advocacy, support, collabora�on and on-

going events that demonstrate the true nature of our 

public school system and our school under the lead-

ership of GHS Principal David Shelnu% and School 

Board Superintendent Karen Clarke. We are thankful 

to have the ongoing informa�on and support of GHS 

by the Alachua County Council PTA (ACCPTA), Health 

Promo�on and Wellness (HPW) Coali�on, and Ala-

chua County law enforcement. We enjoyed a%ending 

and represen�ng GHS at the inaugural ACCPTA Sum-

mit to discuss challenges and steps we can take for 

child safety. If you have not already, we encourage 

you to sign up and stay tuned with Voter Voice at 

h%ps://floridapta.org/voter-voice-legisla�ve/.  Every 

voice counts!  

Now to men�on just a few ac�vi�es, Academic 

Boosters organized the annual Holiday Luncheon for 

our wonderful GHS faculty and staff (over 150 people 

par�cipa�ng), we hosted two Ice Cream Socials for 

our GHS Honor roll students (700+ students and 

coun�ng), we facilitated dona�ons of supplies for 

the school nurse from our community of parents 

and volunteers.  

As we look at the remainder of the school year, we 

have ini�ated the sponsorship drive for the 2018 

GHS Senior Academic Scholarship Awards which 

will provide several members of the class of 2018 

encouragement and a financial boost as they pro-

gress to the next level of educa�on. Among the 

ac�vi�es planned are the last 2017-18 Honors Ice 

Cream Social on April 24, mul�ple Faculty and Staff 

Apprecia�on Week events (April 30 - May 4), and 

the Award Ceremonies for both GHS Underclass-

men (May 22) and Seniors (May 29). SignupGenius 

email messages will be distributed to assist in your 

kind par�cipa�on.   

We would like to thank all GHS families and busi-

nesses who so generously contribute to these 

events and causes. Your steady support is truly ap-

preciated. Please, email ghsacademicboost-

ers1@gmail.com or go to h%p://bit.ly/

GHSAcademicBoosters to get involved. 

In the past several years as students graduate or 

relocate, we ac�vely search for new board mem-

bers and commi%ee members to con�nue the im-

portant contribu�ons of our organiza�on and to 

replace any outgoing officers. Please a%end our 

general mee�ng (tenta�vely April 17) and email 

ghsacademicboosters1@gmail.com if you are in-

terested in helping.  The important ac�vi�es of the 

GHS Academic Boosters (your GHS Parent Teacher 

Student Associa�on - PTSA) can 

only con�nue with your involve-

ment. 

Teresa Ferguson, 

2017-18 GHS Academic Boosters 

President  
 

Academic Boosters Update 
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It has been a produc�ve 

year in the 2-D art studio 

this year.  We had four 

students showing in the K-

12 District art show at The 

Thomas Center Gallery.  

Zoe Blaskowski, Analise 

Banko, Brianna Hanson, 

and Chau Mai all had their 

art work ma%ed and 

framed to show in the 

Thomas Center Mezza-

nine Gallery from January 

26
th

 un�l March 3
rd

.  

The Alachua County PTA 

hosted an art show en�-

tled “Reflec�ons”.  The art 

work chosen for this show 

was on display during the 

recep�on at Depot Park 

Boxcar February 25
th

 from 

12 pm-2pm.  The student 

work of Holli Williams, 

Sarah Tees, Tyler Earley, 

and Anastasiya Zasimo-

vich were chosen for this 

show.  

Upcoming is a second 

district art show also at 

The Thomas Center and 

also a high school show at 

The Univerity of Florida’s 

Harn Museum of Art.  All 

of these shows are a great 

honor to the students of 

GHS. 

At right: The dockman, 

Sarah Tees, 10
th

 grade     

Gainesville High School Art Program      
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HHHHospitality and Tourism Management Program 
The Hospitality & Tourism Management 

Program is a four year elec�ve program 

at Gainesville High School spearheaded 

by Mrs. Dawn Bekaert, a 13 year veteran 

of the hotel industry.    This program 

focuses on preparing students to enter 

the hospitality & tourism industry.  In 

addi�on to ServSafe food safety cer�fi-

ca�on, an industry-cer�fied curriculum is 

also taught that has cer�fica�ons availa-

ble in a variety of entry level hospitality 

posi�ons. Students who complete the 

program will have an opportunity to 

receive a Cer�fied Hospitality and Tour-

ism Management Professional cer�fica-

�on (CHTMP). In addi�on, this is a Bright 

Futures Gold Seal cer�fied program. 

The goal of the Hospitality & Tourism 

Management Program is to give stu-

dents both the knowledge and experi-

ence to enter the hospitality industry 

and succeed.  Whether students are 

planning to go to college aJer gradua�on 

or directly into the workforce, this pro-

gram can be the first step toward a suc-

cessful career in the ever-growing, ever 

more challenging hospitality industry. 

“The Hospitality and Tourism industry is 

Florida’s largest employer, represen�ng 

close to one million jobs in the Sunshine 

State.” –Carol Dover, President, Florida 

Restaurant & Lodging Associa�on. 

The Hospitality & Tourism program is 

designed to include four classroom 

courses as well as an off-site workplace 

internship. GHS students partner with 

local hotels and other tourism-related 

businesses to provide hands-on learning 

of both industry-cer�fied technology and 

best prac�ces. During the past few years, 

dozens of students in the program have 

obtained employment, in great part due 

to the cer�fica�ons, training and experi-

ence they gained through this program.  

Most of these students obtained jobs in 

the hospitality & tourism industry.  Sev-

eral have gone on to pursue hospitality 

degrees at colleges around the state. 

Students in the program have the oppor-

tunity to learn job skills by working in 

the school store.  Since the classroom is 

a computer lab, technology is a compo-

nent of every year of the program and a 

focus at year 2.  Fieldtrips, college tours 

and guest speakers are all frequent oc-

currences for students in the Hospitality 

& Tourism Program.  Freshmen and 

sophomores interested in the program 

should contact their guidance counselor 

to sign up.  For more informa�on about 

the program, contact Dawn Bekaert at 

(352) 955-6707 or email: beka-

ertds@gm.sbac.edu. 

HOSPITALITY & TOURISM HOSPITALITY & TOURISM HOSPITALITY & TOURISM HOSPITALITY & TOURISM 

SENIOR EXCELSSENIOR EXCELSSENIOR EXCELSSENIOR EXCELS  

Congratula�ons to Taylor Cobbler, 

Gainesville High School’s DECA President.  

She is one of the 2018 recipients of a 

$2,000 scholarship from the Florida Res-

taurant & Lodging Educa�on Founda�on.  

Taylor was recognized for Hospitality 

Excellence at a Salute to Excellence Ban-

quet at the Rosen Plaza Hotel in Orlando 

in March.  Taylor will be using this schol-

arship in the fall when she enters Florida 

State University’s Hospitality Manage-

ment Program.   

Taylor also represented GHS at this year’s 

DECA State Career Development Confer-

ence in March.  She placed 3
rd

 in in De-

cember in DECA’s District Compe��on in 

the Quick Serve Restaurant Manage-

ment category.  She was able to apply 

her work experience at McDonald’s to 

lock in a win.  

Taylor hopes to con�nue her winning 

streak by taking one of the top 6 spots at 

state compe��on and advancing on to 

DECA’s Interna�onal Career Develop-

ment Conference in April in Atlanta, GA.  
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Hello! I'm Simmy, the Internal Affairs 

Overall for Dance Marathon at Gaines-

ville High School. This is my third and 

final year with Gainesville High School 

and our Dance Marathon program.  

 

As you may know, there's a wonderful 

Children's Miracle Network hospital in 

Gainesville called UFHealth Shands Chil-

dren's Hospital. For 24 years, the Univer-

sity of Florida has been hos�ng Dance 

Marathons for the Children's Miracle 

Network. About five years ago, they 

reached out to high schools (including 

Gainesville High School), and now over 

twenty high schools across the state host 

Mini-Dance Marathons, too.  

All of the money we raise goes directly to 

Gainesville's UFHealth Shands Children's 

Hospital. The hospital uses half of the 

money to fund research to find treat-

ments for ill or injured children. The oth-

er half goes towards new equipment and 

renova�ons; entertainment and educa-

�on for the children who call the hospital 

home; and accommoda�ons for parents 

who drop everything to be with their 

children. We do our best to make these 

children and parents feel less alone and 

uncomfortable in their situa�ons. 

 

Gainesville High School's Dance Mara-

thon 2018 was held on March 16th from 

4 p.m. to 10 p.m., and our goal was to 

raise over $30,000 for UFHealth Shands 

Children's Hospital. The minum.dona�on 

requirement for a%ending the event was 

$35. Par�cipants raised this sum through 

our online fundraising site (Just Google 

“Gainesville High School Dance Mara-

thon” and click on the Donor Drive link), 

or through other dona�ons. 

 

We always need your help to reach our 

goal For The Kids.  Join us next year in 

our fight for the next genera�on. Thank 

you so much for suppor�ng our efforts 

throughout the years! 

 

For the kids, from the 'Canes! 

 

Simran (Simmy) Patel  

Dance Marathon Beats Goal: $30,122.18!$30,122.18!$30,122.18!$30,122.18! 

 

It’s not too late to buy a 

yearbook! 

The 2018 yearbooks will be here in May, 

but they will sell out before that. Order 

your yearbook now! Buy your book in 

Room H-1. You can also use a credit/

debit card to order online: 

www.YearbookOrderCenter.com 

The price is $75 thru 3/31. $80 aJer that 

date. 

Our order number is 1540. 

Can't remember if you bought one al-

ready? Email Mr. Eury at: 

 

euryfw@gm.sbac.edu 
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ESOL - A Helping Hand  Attention GHS 
Seniors! 
Important dates to remember: 
⇒ April 2-3: Grad Bash Bus Sign-Up 

⇒ April 16-26: Prom Ticket Sales 

⇒ April 28: Grad Bash 

⇒ May 12: Prom 

⇒ May 15: Cap & Gown Distribu�on 

in Auditorium Lobby, 10am-1pm 

⇒ May 29: Senior Breakfast (9am – 

11am GHS auditorium & cafeteria) 

⇒ May 29: Senior Awards ceremony 

(GHS auditorium 6pm-8pm fol-

lowed by recep�on)  

⇒ Jun 1: Gradua�on Mandatory Re-

hearsal (7:45am in The O’Connell 

Center) 

⇒ Jun 2: Gradua�on (9:00am arrival 

for seniors; 10:00am gradua�on 

begins) in The O’Connell Center 

 

 See the Class of 2018 Senior Newsle%er 

for more info. 

The ESOL Closet was established more 

than 20 years ago to help not on-

ly ESOL families at GHS but also Alachua 

County families in need. We take all 

things small to large from hotel shampoo 

bo%les and jewelry to beds, couches, 

appliances and everything in between. 

We take food, cleaning items, clothes 

and sports equipment, toys and books. 

We find families in need or they find us 

through guidance counsellors, the ESOL 

Parent Liaisons, veteran groups, etc. 

 

If you are downsizing or upgrading, 

cleaning out your homes or know people 

who are moving, pass on the mission of 

the ESOL Closet- helping families so that 

their children can spend more �me 

thinking about their studies than how to 

afford basic needs for the home. We 

have a pick-up truck to pick up your do-

na�ons. We can even offer you a tax 

dona�on le%er. 

 

Although I re�red from teaching at GHS, 

my husband and I have con�nued, with 

the great support of Mr. Shelnu%, to 

keep the ESOL Closet going and available 

to all. You can call me at 352-281-0836 or 

call the school at 352-955-6707or e-mail 

me at  yarivls@gm.sbac.edu for more 

details about picking up or dropping off 

your dona�ons. 

 

Thank you, 

Louise Yariv 
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A Special Thank You to Our Supporters! 

Gainesville High School Student Government would like to thank 

the following individuals and businesses for their support: 

 

Black History Month 2018: 

Kappa Alpha Psi UF Chapter 

Mr. Shelton 

Upper Room Church 

Alpha Phi Alpha UF Chapter. 

 

Health Week 2018: 

Alachua County Crisis Center 

Alachua County Rape Crisis Center 

Alachua County Health Department 

Burkhardt Sales & Associates 

(S.A.F.E. Street Smart) 

Leadercast Gainesville 

Life that Counts (John Williams) 

Peaceful Paths 

Planned Parenthood 

Sarkis Family Psychiatry 

Sira 

UF Food Science and Human Nutri�on Department 

UF Psychology Department 

US Army 
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