
   

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF ALACHUA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

APPROVED WORKSHOP MINUTES 
 

Teen Health Issues 

June 4, 2013 
 

The School Board of Alachua County, Florida, met in workshop session duly called at 4 p.m. in the  

Kirby-Smith Boardroom, 620 East University Avenue, Gainesville, Florida.  Present were: Eileen Roy, 

chairman; April Griffin and Leanetta McNealy, members; W. Daniel Boyd, Superintendent; Hershel Lyons, 

Deputy Superintendent, and staff members.  Absent:  Board Members Carol Oyenarte and Gunnar Paulson. 

 

The purpose of today’s workshop is to provide the Board with a staff review of Alachua County, Florida, 

School-aged Child and Adolescent Profile information, including socio-economic data specific to 

Elementary and Middle School students, and a variety of data related to the Florida Youth Risk Behavior 

Survey (YRBS). 

 

Superintendent Boyd opened the meeting, introducing Ms. Kathy Black, Director, Student Services, who 

proceeded to present data, along with Ms. Pat Hughes, Supervisor of Nurses.  Data included: 
 

 Socioeconomic Data Specific to Elementary and Middle School 

 Free and Reduced Lunch Data 

 Social-Emotional Development - Mental Health Eating Disorders 

 High Risk Behaviors  

- Tobacco Use  

- Births and Repeat Births to Teenage Mothers 

- Alcohol 

- Marijuana/Hashish  

- STD Rates 

 

Ms. Black reviewed some questions that she suggested should be addressed during the process of working 

on this issue.  She relayed success stories from other counties and highlighted information from the Florida 

Youth Risk Behavior Survey. 

 

Dr. Nancy Hardt, University of Florida College of Medicine, was in attendance with a group called 

Concerned Health Professionals.  She addressed the Board, suggesting that there be a countywide effort, at 

all the schools, to address the high-risk behaviors, rather than to address a single school with a problem. 

She reviewed statistics and trends.   

 

Dr. Hardt noted several recommendations of the Concerned Health Professionals group: (1) Change the 

School Board policy so that developmentally appropriate sex education begins in elementary school, 

probably fifth or sixth grade; (2) Community Partners get together during this transition so that no single 

group has to make these decisions; (3) Seriously consider over-sampling the YRBS, explaining the 

reasoning and the process. 

 

Discussion was held and Board member questions were responded to.   

 

Dr. Bobby Davis and Ms. Teresa Mercado-White, Alachua County Health Department, addressed the 

Board and offered their assistance.  Ms. Mercado-White talked about many activities she is involved in 

with students.  She suggested establishment of a regular after-school club (Peers Advocating for Unified 

Services and Education (PAUSE).    

 



   

Mr. Julian Kinsey, Education Chair of the 4As, as well as other interested parties, addressed the Board with 

various suggestions.   

 

Mrs. Griffin commented on the many educational requirements at middle school level that must be 

considered, in addition to parent concerns.  She welcomed discussion on the issues and mentioned that 

Board members Oyenarte and Paulson wanted to hear the input from this meeting, but were unable to 

attend, due to urgent matters.   

 

Dr. McNealy reported on some successful past efforts that she was involved with and stated her readiness 

to work with the involved agencies. 

 

Mrs. Roy expressed appreciation to all who attended this meeting to begin a conversation and to assemble 

community groups to develop an effective plan to address Teen Health Issues.  She expressed willingness 

to contribute.   

 

The Superintendent recalled an effort with the Alachua County Health Department at Gainesville High 

School some years ago that earned national recognition as the most effective AIDS Education program in 

America.  He believes an appropriate program can also come from this discussion.  Dr. Boyd expressed 

appreciation to those who took part in the meeting.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 


