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THE SCHOOL BOARD OF ALACHUA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

APPROVED MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

September 17, 2013 
 

The School Board of Alachua County, Florida, met in regular session duly called at 6 p.m. in the Boardroom, 

620 East University Avenue, Gainesville, Florida.  Present were:  Eileen Roy, Chairman; April Griffin, 

Leanetta McNealy, and Gunnar Paulson, Board members; W. Daniel Boyd, Jr., Superintendent; and  

David Delaney, Attorney for the Board.  Board member Carol Oyenarte joined the meeting by phone. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Roy, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   

 

APPROVAL OF 

MINUTES 

 

Motion by Dr. McNealy  Seconded by Mrs. Griffin 

 

Moved to approve minutes of the September 3, 2013, School Board meeting, 

as presented.   

 

The question was called. Upon Vote:  Motion passed 4-0 

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

Mrs. Roy announced changes to Attachment C, Item 4, Relocatable 

Classrooms.  She also announced the deletion of Item I.5., District Facilities 

Five-Year Work Program. 

 

Motion by Dr. Paulson  Seconded by Dr. McNealy  

 

Moved to adopt the agenda for the September 17, 2013, School Board 

meeting, as amended. 

 

The question was called. Upon Vote:  Motion passed 4-0 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

FIVE STAR SCHOOL 

AWARD – A.Q. JONES 

 

 

 
 

2013 CERTIFICATES OF 

ACHIEVEMENT FROM 

THE UNITED STATES 

ENVIRONMENTAL  

PROTECTION AGENCY 

 

2012-13 ENERGY 

COSERVATION 

INCENTIVE AWARDS 

 

 

Mrs. Liz Stark, Volunteer Coordinator, reviewed the extensive criteria for  

the Florida Department of Education’s Five-Star School Award, which is 

awarded annually to schools with exemplary evidence of community 

involvement.  The A. Quinn Jones Center is winning it for 2012-13, the  

12
th

 year in a row.  The Board and Superintendent extended congratulations.   
 

Mr. Shane Andrew, Executive Director, Facilities, reported that the District is 

the recipient of two Certificates of Achievement from the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency, one for Top Overall Energy Performance, and one for a 

10% Improvement in Overall Energy Performance.  He commended 

employees and students on their collaborative efforts to reduce energy use. 
 

Ms. Theresa Spurling-Wood conducted a presentation on school energy 

savings.  Electrical consumption at school sites for fiscal year 2012-13 was 

7.3% lower than the equivalent months of 2011-12.  Each school was 

presented a monetary award, according to their savings.  Schools and  

Ms. Spurling-Wood were commended.  

 

SCHEDULED AGENCY 

 

BLACK ON BLACK 

CRIME TASK FORCE 

 

On behalf of Law Enforcement, the Office of the State’s Attorney and the 

Black on Black Crime Task Force, Gainesville Police Chief Tony Jones 

addressed Dr. Boyd with sincere thanks for his contributions and cooperation  

with them throughout the years, to make the schools and the community safe.   

Ms. Rosa B. Williams, Black on Black Crime Task Force, also spoke about 



 Approved September 17, 2013 

 

Min091713 2 

how much Dr. Boyd’s contributions have been needed and appreciated.  She 

expressed regret on his leaving and hope for the school district’s continued 

assistance.   
 

Dr. Boyd was presented with a plaque recognizing his support of education, 

particularly mentioning Reichert House, Pine Ridge Community and Girls to 

Young Ladies. 
 

Many other community members spoke in honor of Dr. Boyd and he 

expressed his thanks in return.  He particularly expressed his esteem for  

Ms. Rosa Williams. 
 

RECOGNITION  

 

SUPERINTENDENT  

DAN BOYD 

 

On behalf of the school district, Ms. Jackie Johnson, Public Information 

Officer, recognized Dr. Boyd for his years of leadership and his influence on 

thousands of students over forty plus years, as a teacher, an assistant 

principal, a principal, and Superintendent.  His positive impact has also 

extended to the community beyond, through many groups, including Rotary 

Club of Gainesville, the Salvation Army, Junior Achievement, March of 

Dimes, United Way, and others.  He has made a difference in the lives of 

many, as evidenced over the past weeks by the outpouring of contacts from 

community members.  His sterling reputation, which has made a difference to 

the District, was evidenced in the community support for the One-Mill in two 

separate referendums.  Ms. Johnson also referred to his powerful and credible 

voice on education, which is highly regarded by many leaders in public 

education, as well as state government leaders.  It has been a privilege and 

pleasure to work for Dr. Boyd, and he will be greatly missed by all.  
 

Mrs. Roy thanked Dr. Boyd for hiring her thirty years ago, starting her career.  

She highlighted some of his numerous accomplishments in the District, 

including innovation with magnet schools, being an “A” District, One-Mill, 

and public school advocacy.  The other Board members also expressed their 

sentiments to Dr. Boyd, all wishing him well.   
 

Dr. Boyd conveyed heartfelt thanks. 

 

BOARD MEMBER/ 

SUPERINTENDENT 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Dr. McNealy commented on: 

- the great picture frames made from recycled Styrofoam trays, which were 

used for tonight’s energy awards. 

- breakfast this morning at EHS, with Semifinalist National Merit Scholars. 

National Achievement Scholars, and Hispanic Scholars. 

- Newberry Elementary Panthers, who she recently visited. 
 

Mrs. Griffin: 

- Reported that Expressions Learning Arts Academy is in contention for a 

national award in the Rachael Carson Sense of Wonder Contest. 

- Requested prayer for an employee in serious condition after childbirth. 

- Expressed condolences to the family of Willie Smith, Finley Custodian, 

who died in a car accident this weekend.  
 

Mrs. Roy expressed her pleasure on the many environmental highlights 

during tonight’s meeting. 
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CITIZEN INPUT 

 

Mrs. Karen McCann, ACEA President, commented on knowing Dr. Boyd 

since her family’s relocation here in 1984.  She expressed thanks for 

everything he has done for employees and children in the district.  Much has 

been accomplished by working together, she stated, particularly mentioning 

the accomplishment of the one-mill.  On behalf of the members of the 

Alachua County Education Association, she thanked Dr. Boyd and expressed 

congratulations on his retirement.  

 

Several other citizens also conveyed kind thoughts on Dr. Boyd’s retirement. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Mrs. Griffin Seconded by Dr. McNealy 

 

Moved the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve the Consent Agenda  

as described in items 1-10. 

 

The question was called. Upon Vote:  Motion passed 4-0 

 

CITIZEN INPUT 

 

There was no further citizen input.  

BOARD MEMBER/ 

SUPERINTENDENT 

REQUESTS 

Dr. McNealy invited everyone to attend a free event at the Lincoln Middle 

School, auditorium, a screening of the documentary “Discovering Gloria.”  

The film is about Gloria Merriex, an amazing teacher at Duval Elementary, 

who touched many lives.  The film was done in collaboration with UF 

College of Education, Teaching and Learning.  It is hoped that HBO will be 

airing it in the future.   

 

Dr. Boyd thanked the Board for their many courtesies to him and wished 

them well.  He expressed appreciation for the privilege of serving. 

 

Details of the upcoming Solar Tour and the Board Retreat were noted. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.   

 

 

 


