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THE SCHOOL BOARD OF ALACHUA COUNTY, FLORIDA 

APPROVED MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

November 18, 2014 
 

The School Board of Alachua County, Florida, met in regular session duly called at 6 p.m. in the  

Boardroom, 620 East University Avenue, Gainesville, Florida.  Present were:  Leanetta McNealy, Chairman; 

Eileen Roy, Vice-Chairman; April Griffin, Gunnar Paulson and Rob Hyatt, members; Owen Roberts, 

Superintendent; and David Delaney, Board Attorney. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman McNealy, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   
 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Mrs. Griffin Seconded by Mrs. Roy 
 

Moved to adopt the agenda for the November 18, 2014, School Board 

meeting, as amended. 
 

The question was called. Upon Vote:  Motion  passed 5-0 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES Motion by Mrs. Griffin Seconded by Mrs. Roy 
 

Moved to approve the minutes of the November 4, 2014, School Board 

meeting, as presented. 

 

The question was called. Upon Vote:  Motion  passed 5-0 

 

RECOGNITION – 

 

BOB KEETER,  

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

 

 
ADRIENNE THIEKE 

U.S. GREEN BUILDING 

COUNCIL 

TRAILBLAZING TEACHER 

 

Mr. Bob Keeter, Attorney at Law, was recognized upon his retirement.  He 

was described as an ‘unsung hero’ of the District, the Workers’ 

Compensation attorney who worked tirelessly for us.  Among the accolades, 

he was referred to as the most ethical, professional, dedicated and kind 

person you could meet.  Heartfelt thanks were expressed by many. 

 

Adrienne Thieke, Lincoln Middle School science teacher, was recognized for 

being named a Trailblazing Teacher, a national award for environmental 

education, received from the U.S. Green Building Council.  Ms. Thieke 

teachers her students about environmental sustainability through hands-on 

activities with practical implications.   

 

BOARD MEMBER/ 

SUPERINTENDENT 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Dr. Paulson commented on:  

- the great job that Oak View Middle School and Buchholz High School did 

on their Veteran’s Day celebrations. 

- BHS and GHS playoff football games, noting the importance of athletics 

in keeping many students in school.  

 

Mrs. Roy: 

- Congratulations to Dr. McNealy on her Chairmanship and appreciation to 

Dr. Paulson for his service as Chairman.  

- Congratulations to the high school bands that swept the Kingdom of the 

Sun competition.  We would not have these bands if it were not for the 

citizens who voted in the one-mill. 

- Newberry High School band has been invited to Washington D.C. for the 

upcoming Holiday Parade. 
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Mr. Hyatt: 

- Thanked the citizens who came out to support the new and re-elected 

Board members who were taking their Oath of Office. 

- Thanked the present Board members for welcoming him. 

- Congratulated Hidden Oak, Finley and Wiles music teachers and students 

on their Veterans Day programs, stating they were meaningful and 

educational, in addition to being entertaining.  

- Buchholz is one of the premiere bands in America.  It starts with great 

teaching at elementary and middle levels and culminates with 

- Thank you to the Hawthorne citizens who came out passionately support 

their community and schools. 

 

Ms. Griffin: 

- Kudos to the BHS Mind Your Own Business entrepreneurial group of 

highly innovative students.  Among their efforts to ‘give back,’ $3000 was 

given to projects benefitting Haiti.    

- At the district drama competition at BHS last weekend, 900 one-act plays 

were performed. 

- Attended a statewide culinary demonstration held at EHS, which was a 

great opportunity to showcase the Culinary Arts facility, 

- Commended students and teachers for all the wonderful things going on in 

our schools every day. 

 

Dr. Roberts  

- agreed with all the Board comments and added his compliments to the 

dancers in the programs, saying they are an integral part of the arts 

programs at the schools.  

- attended a dedication near Mebane Middle School in Alachua, where  

a marker was placed in recognition of Alachua County’s first African-

American school.   

 

Dr. McNealy: 

Recognized three students on their academic achievements and stated that 

she was looking forward to hearing more great things about them:  
 

- Emory Robinson, Terwilliger first grader, made the honor roll. 

- Jewel Smith, Idylwild second grader, made all E’s and S’s on her  

report card.  

- Makayla Flanders, Williams fourth grader, received the Principals Award.  

- Dr. Roberts was an ‘historian magnificent’ at the Omega Psi Phi Veterans 

Day ceremony. 

- Attended a UF Community Forum on Race, Diversity, Building Bridges 

and Moving Forward and, again, Dr. Roberts was a key panelist. 

- She and Deputy Superintendent Lyons represented ACPS at first annual 

Keys to the City Showdown Against Gangs and Violence, which had a large 

attendance and, she felt, made a significant impact.  Dr. Roberts offered to 

assist this organization in bringing the total community together.   She 

hopes to continue to find some means to continue to collaborate with the 

Sheriff’s Department and GPD, as they were two of the agencies to come 

together for this event.  

 



Approved 12/16/14 

Min111814 3 

Mrs. Roy stated that she and Dr. Roberts attended Seeds of Violence, an  

all-day conference about the trauma that is inflicted on young children, how 

it affects their ability to learn, its lasting effects through life, and how to help 

children survive and recover.  Dr. Roberts encouraged and invited all 300 

people in attendance to join the efforts that ACPS is already involved in, 

regarding how trauma affects the brain.    

 

Chairman McNealy thanked her colleagues for the privilege to serve as 

chairman.  She stated that the Board, Superintendent, district and school-

based staff, teachers, and all who support education are committed to the 

success of every student in Alachua County Public Schools.  She gave 

assurance that Board members will do everything in their power to make this 

great school district even better.  She spoke about attacks on public 

education and the importance of standing up against them in Tallahassee.  ‘ 

 

CITIZEN INPUT Mr. Kali Blount, citizen, congratulated Dr. McNealy on her chairmanship 

and noted that there is a book about the School to Prison Pipeline, titled The 

New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander.  It will be the subject at an upcoming 

discussion group.  Mr. Blount continued a history lesson he began at the last 

meeting.   

 

A citizen who has worked on bike safety laws expressed concern about the 

seemingly high percentage of students that ride to school without a helmet.  

He suggested efforts to increase awareness about the importance of helmets.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA Motion by Mrs. Roy Seconded by Mr. Hyatt 
 

Moved the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve the Consent 

Agenda as described in items 1-12 

 

Mrs. Roy requested comments/questions on Item 3, Scientific Learning 

Corporation; and Item 4, Purchase of two trucks and a van from the City of 

Gainesville, for use by the Facilities Department—Attachment D.   

 

Mrs. Roy also requested a separate vote on Item 12, Contract with DES of 

Florida, LLC. 

 

Dr. Roberts responded to Mrs. Roy’s questions on the perpetual nature of the 

Scientific Learning Corporation software license and the possibility of other 

programs being replaced by this software.   

 

Dr. Roberts addressed Dr. McNealy’s concern about the number of software 

programs that teachers are expected to use and stated that this is being 

reviewed and a report will be provided at the appropriate time.   

 

Mr. Scott Ward provided information on the purchase of trucks/van from the 

City of Gainesville and Mrs. Roy commended the purchase  
 

The question was called on the Consent Agenda, with Item 12, Contract with 

DES of Florida being pulled for a separate vote. 

 

 Upon Vote:  Motion passed 5-0 
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Mrs. Roy stated that she will vote against the DES contract on Item 12 

because she feels it is an end-run around state law, thereby not ethical. She 

wants to see DES and all post-DROP employment ended completely.  She 

stated that it is not applied consistently to teachers and they have been 

treated unfairly.   She requested a Board workshop be held. 

 

Motion by Mrs. Roy Seconded by Dr. Paulson  

 

Moved the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve the DES contract 

with Judith Williams, Interim Assistant Clerical, Westwood Middle School, 

for the period of December 1, 2014 – June 15, 2015, and August 15, 2015 – 

November 30, 2015.   

 

The question was called.  Upon Vote:  Motion passed 4-1 

   Yes: Griffin 

    Hyatt 

    McNealy 

    Paulson 

   No: Roy 

 

EMPLOYEE CASE  

NO. E-1415-03 

Motion by Mrs. Griffin Seconded by Mrs. Roy 
 

Moved to suspend the employee with pay for a period not to exceed 90 

calendar days, such suspension to continue thereafter without pay, pending 

termination proceedings. 

 

Board members expressed their concerns about the investigation and the 

length of time the employee was on leave with pay.  The Superintendent, 

staff, and Board attorney responded to questions and concerns, and the 

process was explained.   

 

The question was called. Upon Vote:  Motion passed 5-0 

 

APPROVAL OF NEW 

BOARD PRIORITIES 

Motion by Mrs. Griffin Seconded by Mr. Hyatt 
 

Moved to approve the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve the new 

Board Priorities, as presented. 

 

Dr. Paulson felt that the process was being handled differently than 

previously decided upon and suggested an amendment.  Extensive discussion 

was then held on procedural issues concerning the Priorities in relation to the 

Strategic Plan.  In the end, Dr. Roberts requested the Board approve the 

recommendation as presented and he and Chairman McNealy will 

collaborate prior to the DAC meeting.   

 

The question was called.  Upon Vote:  Motion passed 4-1 

   Yes: Griffin 

    Hyatt 

    McNealy 

    Roy 

   No: Paulson 
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FSBA RESOLUTION IN 

RECOGNITION OF 1994 

PASSAGE OF THE 

AFRICAN AMERICAN 

HISTORY  - REQUIRED 

INSTRUCTION 

 

 

The FSBA requests endorsement of the mission and goals of the  

African American History Task force, as presented in the Resolution in 

Recognition of 1994 Passage of the African American History Required 

Instruction. 

 

Motion by Mrs. Griffin Seconded by Mrs. Roy 
 

Moved to adopt the FSBA Resolution in recognition of the 1994 Passage of 

the African American History - Required Instruction, as presented. 

 

The question was called. Upon Vote:  Motion passed 5-0 

 

CITIZEN INPUT There was no citizen input.   

DISCUSSION ITEM –  

 

RENEWAL OF SCHOOL 

BOARD ATTORNEY 

SERVICES  

 

Dr. Paulson requested information on the expected impact of the hourly 

increase proposed by Dell Graham.   

 

Mrs. Griffin was satisfied that the increase is fair, since there has been no 

increase since 2009.  She also expressed satisfaction with the service, as did 

Mrs. Roy and Chairman McNealy. 

 

While there seemed to be consensus to accept the new terms of the contract, 

Staff Attorney Moore recommended that the Board stay with the practice of 

not voting on Discussion Items. 

 

BOARD MEMBER/ 

SUPERINTENDENT 

REQUESTS 

Mr. Hyatt: 

-  Requested a listing of arts course offerings at secondary schools, including 

music, visual arts, drama, and dance.   

- Do we have visual arts and instrumental and vocal music available to all 

students? 

- Are students are allowed to go to those classes if they are being remediated 

or are they are kept out of physical education, music and art? 

- Could a list be compiled of arts teachers, their assignments and the course 

offerings at each school/   

 

Mrs. Griffin presented a question from FSBA as to whether Board members 

would agree to recommend Janis Griekas, Clay County, for District 8 

Alternate, through June 2015.   

 

Dr. Roberts stated that requests concerning staff should follow the 

established protocol of being brought through him, and should be  

submitted in writing, so there is no confusion.  He also asked that Board 

member responses to District requests be responded to in a timely manner,  

in order to appropriately complete the work. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

 

 


