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2018-2019 SCHOOL CALENDAR
Monday, August 6 – Friday, August 10 ..................................Pre-Planning (5 weekdays)
Monday, August 13 ................................................................First Day for Students
Monday, September 3............................................................Holiday - Labor Day
Friday, September 21.............................................................Send Interim Reports Home
Monday, October 15...............................................................End of First Nine Weeks
Friday, October 19..................................................................Teacher Workday/Pupil Holiday
Friday, October 26..................................................................Send Report Cards Home
Friday, November 2................................................................Holiday – UF Homecoming
Monday, November 12 ..........................................................* Pupil/Teacher Holiday
Veterans Day - Flex Day #1
Monday, November 19 - Tuesday, November 20...................Pupil/Teacher Holidays
Wednesday November 21 – Friday November 23 ................Holiday - Thanksgiving
Friday, November 30..............................................................Send Interim Reports Home
Friday, December 21 .............................................................* Pupil/Teacher Holiday - Flex Day #2
Monday, December 24 – Friday, January 4............................Winter Holidays (10 weekdays)
Monday, January 7.................................................................Classes Resume
Friday, January 11..................................................................End of First Semester
Monday, January 14...............................................................Begin Second Semester
Friday, January 18..................................................................Pupil Holiday / Teacher Workday
Monday, January 21...............................................................Holiday - ML King Day
Thursday, January 24.............................................................Send Report Cards Home
Thursday, February 14...........................................................Send Interim Reports Home
Monday, February 18.............................................................Holiday - President’s Day
Wednesday, March 20............................................................End of Third Nine Weeks
Friday, March 29.....................................................................Send Report Cards Home
Monday, April 1 - Friday, April 5..............................................Spring Holidays (5 weekdays)
Tuesday, April 30....................................................................Send Interim Reports Home
Monday, May 27.....................................................................Holiday - Memorial Day
Friday, May 31........................................................................Last Day for Students
Monday, June 3......................................................................Post-Planning
Tuesday, June 4.....................................................................Post-Planning

Drivers’ Education

Wednesday, June 5............................................................... First Day of classes
Friday, July 5......................................................................... Last Day of classes
* Notes on the calendar:
1. Two minutes are being added to each school day for the 2018/19 academic year.
2. By adding two minutes to the school day, the district will not need to utilize any Flex Days
until we have missed the 2nd day of school due to a hurricane or other emergency.
The Flex days would then be used in the following order:
a. Veteran’s Day

b. December 21

3. If more than three days of school are missed, the district will add minutes to the school day
after utilizing the scheduled flex days.

Message from the Superintendent
As both a parent and Superintendent of Alachua County Public
Schools, I’m looking forward to an exciting and productive
school year for my son and for all the students in our district.
One of the keys to a successful school year is the involvement
of families. The evidence is very clear—children achieve more
when their parents are engaged in their education.
This 2018-19 edition of the Alachua County Public Schools
Parent Guide is intended to help you help your child have a
great school year. You’ll find information on topics ranging
from the dress code to graduation requirements to the special
services we offer. We also have a section on effective homeschool communications and a checklist from the state of Florida
on specific things you can do to help your child succeed.
We’re grateful for the support of the community partners who make it possible for us to provide
the Parent Guide to every family in the district. Those partners include Campus USA Credit
Union, Cox Communications and CareSpot. We appreciate their commitment to our students,
families and schools!
Thank you for your ongoing support of Alachua County Public Schools, and best wishes for an
outstanding school year!

Karen Clarke
Superintendent
Alachua County Public Schools

District Mission

We are Committed to the Success
of Every Student!

Vision Statement

We will graduate students who have
the knowledge, skills, and personal
characteristics to be lifelong learners and
independent thinkers. Our graduates
will excel in their chosen careers and be
productive and contributing members of
the global community.

Alachua County Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, religion, national origin, sex (gender), marital status, disability, sexual
orientation, gender identity, age or legally-protected characteristics in its
educational programs and activities. The following persons have been designated
to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:

For Students:

For Employees:

Jennifer Taylor, Supervisor
Guidance/Student Support
1817 East University Avenue
Gainesville, FL 32601
(352) 955-7671, ext. 1610

Bart Brooks, Supervisor
Human Resources Department
620 East University Avenue
Gainesville, FL 32601
(352) 955-7713
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ENROLLING YOUR CHILD IN SCHOOL
Under Florida law, a child must be 5 years old on or before September 1 to enter kindergarten.
To enter first grade, a child must be 6 years old by September 1 and must have attended
kindergarten.
Enrolling your child in an Alachua County school for the first time is not difficult. First, you’ll
need to find out which school your child will attend. You can get this information by contacting
the Office of Student Assignment at (352) 955-7700 or going to our website at sbac.edu and
clicking on the yellow Busing & Zoning icon.
You may go to your child’s zoned school at any time during regular hours to enroll your child,
even during the summer, Mondays through Thursdays. You may also call the school to make an
appointment. A list of all Alachua County Public Schools and their phone numbers is available
on page 28 of this Parent Guide.
You will need the following documents to enroll your child in school:
• Two proofs of primary legal residence—This may be a rental or lease agreement, utility
bill, deed, sales agreement or property tax bill, with the parent’s name and service address
shown.
• Health records—Children entering a Florida public school for the first time must have a
Florida Certificate of Immunization and a copy of a physical examination conducted within the
previous year. If your child is entering an Alachua County school from another Florida public
school, please ensure that your child’s previous school will be sending the appropriate health
and academic records to the new school.
• Proof of name and age—A certified copy of a birth certificate or an acceptable substitute is
required by law for children entering a Florida school for the first time. An acceptable
substitute may be:
1) Baptismal certificate showing date of birth and place
of baptism, accompanied by parent’s sworn affidavit.
2) Insurance policy on child that has been in force at
least two years.
3) Bible record of child’s birth accompanied by parent’s
sworn affidavit.
4) Passport or certificate of arrival in the United States
showing the age of the child.
5) School record, at least four years prior, showing date
of birth.
6) Parent’s sworn affidavit accompanied by a certificate
of examination.

• Social Security card—We request that you bring
your child’s Social Security card. A copy will be
made and kept with your child’s folder for
identification purposes.
For more information, contact the Office of Student
Assignment at (352) 955-7700 or deanme@gm.sbac.edu.
Alachua County Public Schools
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HEALTH RECORDS
The Department of Health Form 680 is the required immunization document. You can ask the
staff at your doctor’s office, clinic or the Alachua County Health Department to fill out the
form for you. You will need to have your child’s immunization record with you in order to
obtain the form.
Immunizations:
Before enrolling a student in kindergarten through 12th grade, a parent/guardian must provide
a Florida Certification of Immunization DH 680 Form (or proof of exemption) documenting
the following vaccinations:
• Four or five doses of diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis (DTaP) vaccine
•

Three doses of hepatitis B (Hep B) vaccine

•

Three, four or five doses of polio (IPV) vaccine

•

Two doses of measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine

•

Two doses of varicella vaccine (Kindergarten-10th grade)

•

One dose of varicella vaccine (11th -12th grade)

•

One dose of tetanus-diphtheria-pertussis (Tdap) for (7th-12th grade)

Seventh Grade Entry:
• An updated DH 680 Form which includes the Tdap immunization must
be obtained from a primary care provider or the Alachua County Health
Department and submitted to the school for students entering seventh grade
Important Tips:
• The varicella vaccine is not required if varicella disease (chickenpox) is documented
by a healthcare provider
•

If a student does not have a Florida DH 680 Form, the form must be obtained from
the primary care provider or the Alachua County Health Department

•

The Vaccines for Children (VFC) program, administered locally through the Alachua
County Health Department, provides FREE vaccines to children 0 through 18 years
of age who meet program eligibility requirements

•

For more information, call your school nurse or visit www.immunizeflorida.org

The Alachua County Health Department provides immunizations required for enrollment in
school at the following locations:
Alachua County
Health Department
224 SE 24th Street
Gainesville, FL 32641
(352) 334-7900

Alachua Clinic
15530 NW US Hwy 441
Suite 10030
Alachua, Florida 32616
(386) 462-2542

If you need help getting an exam, please speak to your school nurse.
2
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HEALTH AND SAFETY
This section will provide you with information on maintaining the health and safety of your
child while he or she is at school. You may also contact your child’s teacher, school nurse or
school principal if you have additional questions.

Emergency Forms

It is vital that families provide schools with up-to-date contact information so that school staff
will be able to reach a parent or guardian in case of an emergency. Emergency forms are sent
home with students at the beginning of each school year. Please be sure to fill out the form
completely and return it to the school. If any contact information changes during the school
year, notify the school immediately.

Attendance/Absences

Regular and punctual school attendance is critical to a child’s academic success. Students can
take full advantage of their educational opportunities only if they attend school all day, every
day.
Schools provide all parents with specific information about attendance policies and procedures
at the beginning of the school year. This includes the number to call to report a child’s absence.
Parents are responsible for reporting absences and providing the reason for the absence in
writing when the child returns to school.
Full-day and partial-day absences can be excused for a number of reasons, including illness,
appointments with health care professionals, religious holidays, school-sponsored activities,
etc.
			
Parents are legally responsible for making sure that their children go to school. A school will
contact a parent if a student has more than five unexcused absences or excessive tardies (late for
school) within a 30-day period. School staff will work with the student and family to resolve
issues that are causing the absences or tardies. Parents are also asked NOT to pick up a child
before regular dismissal time unless it is absolutely necessary (doctor visit, emergency, etc.).
Early pick-ups disrupt learning for all students in a classroom. Six unexcused tardies or early
check-outs from school are treated as one unexcused absence for truancy purposes.
Under state law, students with more than 15 unexcused absences within 90 calendar days will
be considered habitually truant. Parents of habitually truant students may be referred to the
State Attorney’s Office for prosecution, and both the parents and student may be required to
attend Truancy Court. State law also says that truant students may not be issued a learner’s
permit or may have his or her driver’s license suspended. Other consequences may also apply.
For more information about attendance, please contact your child’s school.

School Health Services

The Alachua County Public School Health Services Program provides
professional and compassionate health care to students during their
school day. Every district school has a full-time nurse. The mission
of the program is to promote and maintain the physical and mental
well-being of students to ensure their success at school.
Alachua County Public Schools

|

PARENT GUIDE

3

School health staff members follow procedures outlined in the Health Handbook that is updated
by the School Health Advisory Council. A School Health Plan also provides guidelines for
school nurses. Copies of the School Health Plan are available through the Health Services
Department at (352) 955-7671, ext. 1612 or on the district’s website.

Wellness Committee

Under the federal Child Nutrition and Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Reauthorization
Act, each school district is directed to develop a local wellness policy. A committee of parents,
administrators, community members, teachers, health professionals, nutrition experts and
students has developed and is implementing a local wellness policy which addresses such
issues as:
• nutrition education
• physical activity
• other school-based activities designed to promote student wellness
• nutrition guidelines for all foods available on the school campus during the day
• plans for measuring implementation of the guidelines
The Superintendent’s Wellness Advisory Committee will continue to coordinate the district’s
efforts to promote a healthy learning environment and lifelong wellness.

Health Screenings

Mandated health screenings will be conducted in certain grade levels. These screenings include:
• vision (Kindergarten, 1st, 3rd and 6th grades)
• hearing (Kindergarten, 1st and 6th grades)
• body mass index (1st, 3rd and 6th grades)
• dental (3rd grade) (optional)
• scoliosis (6th grade)

4
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Accidents and Illnesses at
School

If a child is injured or becomes ill at school,
parents will be notified. If the injury or illness
is believed to be serious and parents cannot
be reached, all contacts may be called. Again,
it is critical that the school have up-to-date
contact information in case of an emergency.

Communicable Diseases

Children with contagious diseases, such as
chickenpox, conjunctivitis or strep throat
should be kept at home, and the school should
be notified. Children with fevers should also
be kept at home until fever free. Contact the
school nurse for specific information on
when your child can return to school.
It is important to reinforce basic hygiene
rules with your child, including the
importance of hand washing. Children should

also be reminded not to share combs, brushes,
clothing, or eating utensils and to cover their
cough.

Meningococcal Disease

Meningococcal disease is a severe infection
that can cause meningitis, which is an
infection of the brain and spinal fluid.
Symptoms develop and progress rapidly,
even leading to death in 24-48 hours.
Symptoms may include fever, headache, stiff
neck, nausea, sore throat, mental status
changes, bloodstream infection and rash.
Meningococcal disease is usually spread
through direct contact with nasal or mouth
discharge. There are two meningococcal
vaccines available in the United States.
Consult with your physician or health care
provider. Also visit http://www.cdc.gov/
vaccines/pubs/downloads/vis-mening.pdf
for additional information.

From

ACHES to

X-RAYS

,

count on CareSpot.

We’ve got you covered.
Urgent care when and where you need it.
Open seven days a week, with extended hours.
Schedule online at carespot.com, walk in or call ahead.
Gainesville 43rd St.
352.371.1777
3925 NW 43rd St.

Gainesville Archer Road
352.888.4449

Gainesville Midtown
352.240.8000

3581 SW Archer Road, Suite 40

720 SW 2nd Ave., Suite 160A

Alachua County Public Schools
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Pediculosis (Head Lice)

Head lice are transmitted from one person’s
hair to another’s, either through direct contact
or through sharing combs, brushes, hats,
furniture, etc.
Children found to have live head lice and/or
nits will be sent home with instructions for
treatment. Parents may speak with the school
nurse if they have questions regarding
treatment. A student may return to school
following treatment and after all nits have
been removed. The school nurse will check
and clear students before they may return to
class.

Medication at School

The school nurse is available at each school to
administer medication to children who need
it during school hours. School staff members
have been trained by the nurse to administer
medications in the nurse’s absence. If your
child needs to take either prescription or nonprescription medication at school, you will

need to fill out a medication permission form.
This form is available on the Health Services
website
under
‘Departments,’
then
‘Department Directory.’
All medications must be provided in the
original container, which must include the
prescription label, the name and dose of the
medication and the time the medication is to
be given. The medication will be kept in a
secure location at the school, and a record of
the administration will be maintained.
The first dosage of any new medication
cannot be administered at school because of
the risk of an allergic reaction.
If there are any changes to a child’s medication
needs, parents must contact the school nurse
immediately and bring in the new prescription
so that treatment can continue in a timely
manner. Unused medications must be picked
up by a parent at the end of the school year.
Medications left at school will be disposed of
properly.

School Security

The security and well-being of students is Alachua County Public Schools’ top priority. The
district has many policies, procedures and plans in place to address a wide variety of emergency
situations.
Each school has a crisis plan that takes into account such factors as grade level of the students,
geography and the layout of the campus. The plans were developed in conjunction with
law enforcement and are reviewed and updated every year. Schools conduct lockdown and
evacuation drills so that students and staff will be prepared when and if there is a real emergency.
In case of such an emergency, parents may receive an automated phone call/email from either
the school or the district with more information. For this reason, it’s critical that your child’s
school have a current phone number and email address (if available) for you.
The district and/or individual schools may also send out text messages to inform parents
of emergency situations, such as evacuations or school closings. If you would like to take
advantage of this option, you must opt-in to the School Messenger system. Information about
how to opt-in will be provided at the beginning of the school year. You may also check with
your child’s school.
In partnership with local law enforcement, school resource officers serve our elementary, middle
and high schools. In addition to promoting enhanced security on campus, these speciallyselected and trained officers are able to build a rapport with students that can help prevent
violence and other problems before they occur.

6
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A new state law requires that all students and staff receive age-appropriate active threat training
during the first week of school and the first week of the second semester. This age-appropriate
training will be provided by local law enforcement in collaboration with school staff.
There are security cameras at every school. A visitor management software system called
Raptor is also in place in all schools. All visitors to campus—including parents, vendors and
volunteers—will be asked to provide a government-issued photo ID, such as a driver’s license,
which will be scanned to screen for registered sex offenders. A visitor’s badge will then be issued.

Student Conduct

The district has developed a Code of Student Conduct (CSC) for both elementary and secondary
school students. The CSC is in effect on school property, at school-sponsored events, at school
bus stops and on school buses.
The CSC outlines the rights and responsibilities of all students attending Alachua County
Public Schools. It also outlines behaviors that are not acceptable and the potential consequences
for students who engage in those behaviors. Infractions of the CSC are divided into four levels
based on the seriousness of the infraction:

Level IV infractions are minor acts of misconduct which interfere with orderly classroom

procedures, school functions, extracurricular activities, transportation or the student’s own
learning. These offenses may be handled first by the teacher or another staff member. If they
continue, the student may be referred to the principal/designee. Level IV infractions might
include, but are not limited to: unsafe acts, cheating, classroom disruption, and dress code
violations.

Level III infractions are serious acts of misconduct which require administrative intervention,

including repeated minor misconduct and any acts which are directed against persons or
property that do not seriously endanger the health and safety of others. Level III infractions
might include, but are not limited to: skipping, defiance, computer misuse, bus misconduct and
vandalism.

Level II infractions are serious acts of misconduct, including repeated misbehavior, serious

disruptions at school, at school-sponsored events, on vehicles owned by the school district,
threats to health, safety or property and other acts. These offenses must be reported to the
principal/designee and may result in immediate removal from the school or extracurricular
activities. Level II infractions might include, but are not limited to: fighting, sexual harassment,
disorderly conduct, and possession of alcohol/tobacco.

Level I infractions are more serious acts of misconduct. They must be reported immediately
to the principal/designee. These violations are serious enough that they may require the
involvement of district administrators and/or law enforcement. Such acts may also result in
criminal penalties. The principal/designee may recommend an alternative placement or
expulsion of any student who has committed a serious breach of conduct. Level I infractions
might include, but are not limited to: possession, use or sale of drugs, alcohol and tobacco,
robbery, weapon possession or use, battery, willful disobedience, open defiance of authority
and any act that disrupts the orderly conduct of the school.
Individual students, their belongings, vehicles and lockers may be searched if there is a
reasonable suspicion that the student is in possession of weapons, drugs or other prohibited
items.
Alachua County Public Schools
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Students should not bring unnecessary, valuable personal items to school. Students are
responsible for safeguarding their personal property. The District is not responsible for personal
property that is lost, stolen or damaged while at school or a school-sponsored activity. If a
Board employee confiscates a student’s personal property as a result of the student’s violation
of the Code of Student Conduct or Board policy, the student’s property will be placed in a
locked location until a parent retrieves the item in person.
The CSC includes student grievance procedures, student and school board rights and
obligations with regard to the disclosure of personally identifiable student information, and
non-discrimination policies.
A copy of the CSC is sent home with all students at the beginning of each school year. Parents
are urged to review the CSC with their children and sign and return to the school the Notice of
Receipt included in the CSC. The CSC is also available on the district’s website at www.sbac.
edu.

Bullying Reports

Alachua County Public Schools is committed to providing an educational setting that is safe,
secure, and free from bullying and harassment for all students. Bullying due to race, color,
religion, national origin, gender, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, age or any other
reason will not be tolerated.
Parents can promote school safety and reduce the incidence of bullying/violence by
encouraging their children to report any bullying, threats or potentially dangerous situations to
an adult at the school, such as a teacher, dean or school resource officer. Parents and students
can also report such information to the district’s bullying hotline at (352) 955-7200 or by
emailing reportbullyingnow@gm.sbac.edu.

Dress Code

Students are expected to dress for school and school activities in a way that contributes to
their health and safety, promotes a positive school learning environment and does not disrupt
the events and activities of the school. This general dress code applies to all students at school
and at school-sponsored activities after the regular school day.
Two elementary schools, Williams and Rawlings have their own dress codes. Please check with
the schools for more information.

A. General Dress Code
Clothing must be the appropriate size, not oversized or undersized. The waist of the
garment shall be worn so that the waistband is worn at the waist and not below the
waist. Baggy/saggy pants are not permitted.
Shirts/blouses/dresses must cover midriff, back, and sides at all times and should be
fastened with no visible cleavage or undergarments.
Shorts/skirts/jumpers/skorts/dresses shall be worn no shorter than ‘mid thigh.’ Mid
thigh is determined by extending the arms to the sides of the body and finding the tip
of the longest finger (using normal posture).
In addition to the above basic requirements, the principal may designate more
restrictive dress code requirements if approved by the school advisory council (SAC).
8
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B. Exceptions
Students may wear special clothing necessary for a
school-sponsored activity, as permitted by the principal.
Students enrolled in a career academy may wear the
uniform of that program.
The Superintendent, in consultation with the principal,
may waive the dress code policy on a case-by-case basis
for reasons such as, but not limited to, medical necessity
or sincerely held religious belief.

C. Shoes
Shoes must be safe and appropriate. Students may not
wear bedroom slippers or shoes with wheels. Elementary
students only must wear shoes with closed-toes and heels
and/or athletic shoes; elementary students may not wear
platforms, sandals, flip flops, crocs or jellies.

D. Outer Garments:
Students may wear coats, jackets, sweatshirts, sweaters, or other appropriate outer
garments when necessary due to weather conditions or for other legitimate reasons.
The outer garments must be of the appropriate size for you and shall not be overly
baggy or violate any other provisions of the dress code.

E. Prohibitions
Students may not wear:
1. Clothing that is not properly fastened;
2. Clothing, hair styles, piercings, jewelry, or accessories that are dangerous to their
health and safety or that of others, or are distracting or disruptive to the orderly
learning environment;
3. Clothing that exposes undergarments or body parts in an indecent or vulgar
manner;
4. Clothing that is unlined sheer or unlined lace;
5. Clothing that is form fitting, unless proper outer garments are worn over top of it;
6. Visible undergarments, sleepwear or outer garments traditionally designed as
undergarments such as boxer shorts or bras;
7. Clothing, including outer garments or accessories (such as backpacks, jewelry, and
purses) which have slogans, signs, images, or symbols that:
•• promote drugs, alcohol, tobacco, gang identification, weapons, or lewd sexual
behavior
Alachua County Public Schools
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•• denigrate or promote discrimination for or against an individual or group on
the basis of age, color, disability, national origin, sexual orientation, race,
religion or gender.
8. Hats, bandannas, sweat bands, headgear, or other head coverings, inside the school
building, except when approved by the principal/designee;
9. Combs, curlers, or hair picks;
10. Sunglasses inside the school building.
Students may wear sunglasses, hats,
or other sun-protective wear while
outdoors during school hours.

F. Discipline
The principal or designee has the authority to
decide if a student’s clothing complies with
Board policy. If the principal determines that
clothing does not comply with Board policy,
a parent/guardian may be asked to bring an
appropriate change of clothes to school, or
the student may be asked to leave an afterschool activity. Students may also receive
a disciplinary consequence for violating
the school’s dress code policy. Repeated
violations may result in progressively more
serious consequences. Students may appeal
the principal’s decision.

Student Transportation Services

Alachua County Public Schools’ Transportation Department provides transportation to and
from school for all students who live two miles or more from their assigned school. The twomile limit is determined by traveling the most direct route between a student’s home and the
nearest entry point to the school.
If a hazardous walking condition exists along the route for an elementary-school student living
within the two-mile limit, parents should contact the Transportation Department at (352) 9557602, ext. 1700.
Student safety is our primary concern. Bus stops are carefully selected so that it’s not necessary
for students to cross more than two lanes of traffic to reach their stop. Students who need to
cross a two-lane road to reach the bus stop should wait on their side of the road until the bus
comes to a complete stop with the stop arms activated. Running to a bus is a safety concern and
should be avoided. For safety reasons, bus drivers are not permitted to wait at stops for late
arrivals.

10
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If your place of residence changes after being assigned a stop, please notify the school so that
a new stop can be arranged. Route coordinators will review the situation using state guidelines
to determine whether busing can be provided. Please allow 3-5 days for a bus stop to be
arranged. Stops are scheduled based on the students’ primary addresses.
Bus stop locations and pick-up/drop-off times are made available at each school before the
beginning of the school year. They are also available on the district’s website at www.sbac.edu,
just click on the yellow Busing & Zoning icon.

Parent Responsibilities
1. To ensure the children arrive at the bus stop at least 5 minutes before the scheduled pickup time each morning;
2. To accept responsibility for the proper conduct of their children;
3. To make a reasonable effort to understand and cooperate with those responsible for
pupil transportation;
4. To pay for damages to buses or equipment caused by acts of vandalism by their children;
5. To accept responsibility for their children while on the way to and from the bus stop and
at the bus stop.
Unforeseen circumstances can sometimes occur that prevent a bus from arriving at a bus stop
on time. Parents may call their child’s school and/or the dispatch office at (352) 955-7602, ext.
1700, 1701 or 1702.

Rules governing student behavior on the school bus are included in the Code of Student
Conduct. Parents should remind students that for the safety of all, they must obey the instructions
of the school bus driver at all times. Other rules specific to school bus behavior, including safe
procedures for getting on and off the bus, are also included in the Code.
Video cameras have been installed on many buses. Student behavior may be recorded at any
time and used to observe any evidence of misconduct. Misbehavior on the bus may lead to
suspension or expulsion from the bus and/or school. Students should wear seat belts if their bus
is equipped with them.

Alachua County Public Schools
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ACADEMICS AND STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
State Standards
All Florida districts are operating under
the Florida Standards. According to the
Florida Department of Education (DOE),
the standards require children to “think
critically and analytically and to go beyond
memorization.” DOE also says the standards
will help children “be prepared for success
no matter what path they choose after
graduation.”

Students entering 9th grade and/or taking
Algebra 1 this year will be required to
achieve a certain score on the 10th grade
language arts FSA and the Algebra 1 EOC
exam to graduate. Students who don’t pass
will be able to retake the test(s) if needed to
graduate. More specific information about
the testing requirements for graduation can
be found on page 17 of this document.

The state has developed and implemented
more rigorous tests aligned with the Florida
Standards. The tests are called Florida
Standards Assessments (FSA). They cover
English language arts (ELA) in grades 3-10,
writing in grades 4-10 and math in grades 3-8.
The Statewide Science Assessment (SSA)
will be given in science in grades 5 and 8.

Check the DOE website at www.fldoe.
org for updated information on the Florida
Standards and the FSA. Sample test questions
are also available at www.fsassessments.org.

End of course (EOC) exams will also be
given in math, science and social studies at
the middle and high school levels. Which
tests students will take depends on their
grade level and when they take the course
covered by the EOC exam. In some cases
a passing score is required for promotion
and/or graduation, in other cases it will
count as 30% of the student’s course grade.
How a particular student is affected by his
or her performance on the EOC exam is
also determined by grade level. A detailed
description of the testing requirements for
each grade level can be found in the district’s
Student Progression Plan on the district’s
webpage www.sbac.edu.
Students in 3rd grade this year will be required
to achieve a certain score on the language arts
FSA to be promoted to 4th grade. Students
who don’t achieve that score may still be
promoted based on ‘good cause’ exemptions
determined by the state.
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TIPS FOR HELPING YOUR CHILD DO WELL ON STATE TESTS

• Attendance is very important. If your child is not in school on a regular basis, he/she is
not learning the state standards.
• Know when report cards come home and look carefully at each grade and at the teacher
comments. The report card is a strong predictor of how well your child is mastering the
standards.
• Arrange for a parent/teacher conference if you feel your child is not progressing
satisfactorily.
• Know the school calendar. Do not plan family vacations in the weeks just before or
during state testing.
• Your child may bring home sample tests. Make sure your child takes advantage of this
opportunity to practice for the test.
• On the days of state testing, plan a little extra time in the morning so that your child has
time for a good breakfast and is not rushed preparing for school.
• Be sure your child arrives to school on time during testing days.
• Encourage your child to do his or her best. Be positive when talking to your child about
the test. Let your child know that there may be hard questions, but that he/she should not
become discouraged.
• Review your child’s test results carefully. Discuss any questions or concerns you have
with your child’s teacher.

Report Cards

Students receive report cards every nine weeks. They will also receive mid-term progress
reports every four weeks. Your school and the district office provide schedules to parents
indicating when you can expect to receive progress reports and report cards. A calendar with
those dates is also included in this document.
For most academic subjects, your child will be given a letter grade ranging from A to F beginning
in 3rd grade. In other subjects, a child may receive an S (Satisfactory), N (Needs Improvement)
or U (Unsatisfactory). If your child receives a D, F, N or U in any subject, contact the teacher.
A parent conference may be necessary.
There is a space next to your child’s grade where teachers can place additional comments. The
explanation for each code is included on the report card. If your child is not performing at
grade level in a particular subject, the teacher will indicate that on the report card.
Please read your child’s report card carefully. If you have any
questions, call or meet with your child’s teacher.

Elementary School
Kindergarten

All students entering kindergarten will be evaluated within the first
30 days of the school year to determine how ready they are to learn.
Students who fall below expectations on these early assessments
will be further evaluated to find out where they are having problems
and how the school can help.
Alachua County Public Schools
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Some students might perform well on these evaluations but struggle in the regular classroom. If your
child’s progress is not satisfactory, the school will contact you. You and your child’s teacher can work
together to address your child’s needs.
If your child is performing below expectations at the end of the first semester and is at risk for retention,
you will receive a letter asking you to come in and discuss your child’s progress. During the second
semester, school staff will continue to work closely with you to help improve your child’s skills.
At the end of the school year, the school will test your child again and review
his or her progress to determine whether or not he/she is ready to move on to
first grade.

First and Second Grades

First- and second-graders will be assessed in reading and math to measure
their early literacy and math skills. If the assessments show that your child has
not yet developed the pre-reading and math skills needed to be successful, you
will be asked to attend a conference to help address your child’s needs.
Together you and the teacher will work out a plan to provide additional support
at school and at home to help your child learn the skills necessary for success
in reading and math.
At the end of the first semester, your child’s progress will be evaluated. If your child is still experiencing
difficulty and there is a possibility that your child may be retained, you will be notified and asked to meet
with the teacher.
If your child has not made enough progress by the end of the year to succeed in the next grade, he/she will
be retained for another year. The decision to retain your child is based on grades, test scores and academic
progress.
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Third Grade – A Critical Year

The 3rd grade is a critical year for academic
assessment and performance. During the 3rd grade,
it is very important that you stay closely connected
with your school and your child’s teacher(s).
During the 3rd grade, your child’s academic
performance will be assessed in a variety of ways.
The Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) reading
and math test will be given to your child for the first
time. If this or any other assessment indicates that
your child is not performing at grade level standards, you will receive a letter asking you to come in for a
conference so that a plan for boosting your child’s skills can be developed. If your child is still below
grade level by the end of the first semester, you will receive a second letter notifying you that your child
may not advance to the 4th grade. You will also be asked to attend another conference. If you have been
following your child’s progress and communicating regularly with the teacher, you should already know
if there is a serious concern.
At the conference, you and the teacher will review your child’s performance and revise the plan for
improving that performance. If your child is not academically ready for 4th grade by the end of the year,
he/she will be retained in 3rd grade.Under state law, any 3rd-grade student who does not score above a
Level 1 on FSA ELA reading must be retained. Additional support will be provided through summer
programs and a variety of other strategies.

Fourth and Fifth Grades

In 4th and 5th grades, there is a special emphasis on FSA scores. The FSA ELA and Math (4th and 5th
grades) and the Statewide Science Assessment (5th grade) are designed to measure how well your child
has learned what he/she will need to know to succeed in school.
The FSA and SSA are not the only tools used to measure your child’s
abilities. At the beginning of the school year, teachers and other
officials will study your child’s past report cards and test scores. If any
of these indicate that your child is not meeting grade level standards,
you will receive a letter asking you to come in for a conference so that
a plan can be developed to help your child boost those skills.
By the end of the first semester, if your child is still not meeting grade
level expectations, you will receive a letter notifying you that your
child may not advance to the next grade. You will also be asked to
attend another conference. Again, if you’ve followed your child’s
progress and communicated regularly with the teacher, you should
already be aware that there is a concern.
Your child’s plan may change at any time during the school year, and the teacher will detail any extra
support needed at school and at home. If your child has not made enough progress by the end of the year,
he/she will be retained for another year. The decision to hold your child back will be based on grades, FSA
and SSA scores and your child’s ability to be successful in the next grade.

Middle School (Grades 6-8)

During the middle school years (6th, 7th and 8th grades), students will take courses in math, language
arts, science and social studies. Students will also have the opportunity to take elective courses.
Promotion from middle school to high school requires that students successfully complete the following
academic courses:
• Three middle school or higher courses in language arts
• Three middle school or higher courses in mathematics
Alachua County Public Schools
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• Three middle school or higher courses in social studies
— one of which must be civics with an end-of-course
exam worth 30% of the course grade
• Three middle school or higher courses in science
Students who have been retained, are in danger of being retained and/
or have not achieved an appropriate score on the FSA may be required
to take additional basic skills courses instead of electives.
If a student scores below proficiency on the FSA ELA, the student
may be enrolled in an intensive reading course the following year.
Students who score Level 2 on the FSA for ELA may receive reading
instruction in an intensive reading course or in a content-area course
in which reading strategies are delivered. Placement will be based on a diagnosis of the student’s reading
needs.
If your child is struggling to meet grade level expectations in a particular subject or fails a course, you will
receive a letter asking you to attend a conference. At that time a plan will be developed that will outline
what type of extra help is needed both at home and at school.
Parents of students who are still struggling at the end of the first semester will receive a letter notifying
them of the possibility that their child may be retained at the end of the school year. The decision to
promote or retain a student is based on a number of factors, including grades and scores on standardized
tests, particularly the FSA.
Middle schools offer intensive assistance and modified course schedules to help students meet grade level
expectations and avoid being retained.
campuscu.com
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High School (Grades 9-12)

A comprehensive selection of courses is available in Alachua County’s high schools, allowing students to
meet graduation requirements, work toward a particular career goal and explore other interests through
elective courses.
High-achieving high school students can choose from among several accelerated academic programs
listed below:

International Baccalaureate (IB): This program is offered as a magnet at Eastside High School. IB is

based on extremely rigorous international academic standards and includes a four-year pre-set curriculum
covering all subjects. Students who earn an IB diploma have a passport to many of the world’s leading
universities and have earned a year or more of college credits.

Advanced Placement (AP): All of Alachua County’s high schools offer AP courses, which are

comparable to introductory college classes. If students earn high scores on AP exams after taking an AP
course, they earn college credits which are transferable to almost any public or private college in the
United States. The College Board, a national academic organization, controls course standards, teacher
qualifications and examinations.

Cambridge Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE): This program, offered at

Gainesville High School, offers an international curriculum and examination system which emphasizes a
broad, balanced program of study for academically talented students. The AICE diploma is offered
through Cambridge International Examinations, a division of the University of Cambridge in England.
Passing scores on Cambridge AICE examinations earn college credits at all public universities and
colleges in Florida.

Honors Courses: Students taking honors courses

progress at a faster pace and cover more material
than students in standard academic courses.
However, they do not earn college credit for honors
courses.
Extracurricular activities and school clubs are also
an important part of the high school experience.
Students are strongly encouraged to pursue their
interests and to further develop their athletic, artistic,
leadership and other skills through such activities.
To participate in many extra-curricular activities,
including athletics, students may be required to
maintain a certain grade point average. Requirements
are available at the school.

Graduation Options /Requirements

The state of Florida establishes graduation requirements for both standard and alternate high
school diploma options. More specific information about diploma options and the course/
testing requirements for each is spelled out in the district’s Student Progression Plan, which is
available on the district’s website at www.sbac.edu. Click on ‘Families’ at the top right hand
side of the page, then click on All Resources Students & Families.

Diploma Options

1) Standard Diploma Option: Requires 24 credits, including 4 credits in English/language
arts, 4 in math, 3 in science, 3 in social science, 1 in fine arts, 1 in physical education
(PE) and 8 in elective courses. One course must be an online course.
Alachua County Public Schools
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2) ACCEL Option: Requires 18 credits. Includes the same credits as Standard Diploma
Option, except that it does not require the PE credit or online course credit and only 3
elective credits are required.
3) Scholar Designation Option: In addition to the Standard Diploma requirements, a
student must pass additional state assessments, earn 2 credits in a world language
and earn at least one credit in an advanced course such as Advanced Placement or
International Baccalaureate. Some of the student’s required math and science courses
must be in more advanced subjects, such as statistics or chemistry.
4) Merit Designation Option: In addition to the Standard Diploma requirements, a student
must earn one or more industry certifications from a state-approved list.
A student may earn both a Scholar and a Merit designation along with their standard diploma.

Testing Requirements
The state of Florida requires that students pass the following statewide assessments:
•• Grade 10 English Language Arts (or earn a concordant score on an approved assessment)
•• Algebra 1 end-of-course exam (EOC) or a comparative score on an approved assessment
Students must participate in the EOC assessments and the results constitute 30% of the final
course grade. These assessments are in the following subjects:
•• Algebra I
•• Biology I
•• Geometry
•• U.S. History
The state offers a credit acceleration program
(CAP). This program allows a student to
earn high school credit if the student passes a
statewide course assessment without enrollment
in the course. The courses include the following
subjects:
•• Algebra I
•• Geometry
•• U.S. History
•• Biology I
Understanding the graduation requirements can be difficult, especially with frequent changes
and differences between grade levels. It’s important to keep in touch with your child’s school
counselor to ensure that your child remains on track towards graduation.
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Grade Point Average (GPA)

All students must have an unweighted grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale to receive a
standard high school diploma.
Alachua County high schools use a ‘weighted scale’ to determine a student’s GPA. This means
that some courses are ‘weighted’ more than others in calculating the GPA. Weighted courses
are especially rigorous and often include college-level material. For example, a grade of A in
Advanced Placement calculus counts as a 5 in determining a student’s GPA, whereas a grade
of A in physical education counts as a 4. A complete list of all courses and their weights is
available at your child’s school.
You will be informed of your child’s progress regularly through progress reports, report cards,
and written or verbal communication from the school.

College Bound Students

The school guidance counselor is a key contact for college-bound students. Information on
courses, testing time-lines, application procedures, admission requirements, scholarships and
other topics are available in the school’s guidance office.

SAT

The SAT is a test of reasoning based on the
student’s knowledge and skills. It is used for a
variety of purposes, including college admissions
and eligibility for the National Merit Scholarship
Program. An SAT score can also be used to replace
the student’s score on the Florida Standards
Assessment 10th grade English Language Arts
and/or the Algebra 1 end-of-course exam, which
students must pass in order to graduate.
The SAT is offered several times throughout the year. Information about registering for the
SAT is available from the school guidance counselor or on the College Board website at www.
collegeboard.org.

PSAT

The PSAT is designed for sophomores and juniors and is used to help students prepare for the
SAT and to determine their eligibility for the National Merit Scholarship Program.
Alachua County Public Schools administers the PSAT 8-9 to all 8th graders in the district to
identify those students who may be appropriate for placement in more rigorous coursework,
such as Advanced Placement.

ACT

The ACT is a college admissions test that measures achievement in four areas—English, math,
reading and science. The results of the ACT may also be used to replace the student’s score on
the Florida Standards Assessment 10th grade English Language Arts and/or the Algebra 1 endof-course exam, which students must pass in order to graduate. More information about the
ACT is available at www.act.org.
Alachua County Public Schools

|

PARENT GUIDE

19

Career and Technical Education Programs
Alachua County Public School students have a wide variety of educational choices,
including college and career preparatory courses offered at all high schools. For
example, Newberry High School students have options to take Digital Design, Culinary,
and Agriculture courses even if they are not part of the Criminal Justice career academy
on campus. To find out which courses are available at each school, parents and students
should refer to the course offerings at their zoned school or contact the Career and
Technical Education Department at (352) 955-6847.
Alachua County Public Schools also has thirteen career academies offered through the
Career and Technical Education Department. Students in career academies have access to
relevant curriculum, highly-qualified teachers and outstanding facilities and equipment.
Transportation to these magnet programs are provided through satellite bus service.

Magnet Academies 2018-2019 School Year
Institute of Graphic Art and Design – Professional Academies Magnet

This program will focus on graphic design skills, graphic arts, and commercial art.
Students entering this program will take specialized classes in two- and three-dimensional
art as well as digital arts courses to prepare them for a future in a highly-competitive
artistic workplace. Students in the Institute of Graphic Art and Design will also have the
opportunity to earn nine college credits and industry certifications in Adobe Illustrator,
InDesign and Photoshop.

Institute of Biotechnology – Santa Fe
High School

Students in this program have the opportunity
to enter and excel in this growing career
field. Graduates may enter the workforce in
positions related to inventory control, material
logistics and environmental monitoring,
or they can continue their education at the
post-secondary level. Biotechnology is the
technological application of living organisms
or their derivatives, such as DNA, proteins, or
cells, to make or modify products or processes.

Academy of Criminal Justice – Newberry High School

The Academy of Criminal Justice is a magnet program for students interested in
pursuing a career in the legal profession, law enforcement, court system, or corrections.
The students receive hands-on experience in the field of law enforcement and with the
Alachua County Teen Court Program, in which they serve as jurors, lawyers, or bailiffs.
The coursework includes constitutional law, criminal law, criminal procedures, judicial
process, law enforcement, and much more. Student have the opportunity to earn nine
college credits for Santa Fe College.
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Academy of Future Teachers – Gainesville High School
Through this academy, students will
learn about educational technology,
classroom management, student
assessments and communication
skills. Students in the academy
will have the opportunity to learn
about the profession of teaching
and will participate in internships
in local elementary and middle
school classes during their junior
and senior years.

Academy of Gaming and Mobile Apps – Professional Academies Magnet

Students in this program will create their own video game using various programming
languages. Technology combined with a strong emphasis on programming prepares
students for further education and careers such as Game/Simulation Designer, Game
Programmer, and Game Software Developer.

Academy of Health Professions –
Gainesville High School

The Academy of Health Professions
provides classroom and clinical learning
experiences at Shands/UF, North Florida
Regional Medical Center, Santa Fe
College, Walgreens and skilled nursing
facilities for students interested in
health-related careers. Students prepare
for certification as a Certified Nursing
Assistant, Certified Pharmacy Technician,
EKG Technician or Emergency Medical
Technician and for an entry level position
as a Rehab Aide/Physical Therapy Aide.
Students in this program also have the
opportunity to earn college credits at
Santa Fe College.

Academy of Finance – Buchholz High School

The Academy of Finance offers a planned sequence of specialized academic and
technical courses including skills in accounting, macro and microeconomics, business
math, banking and credit, computer technology and applications, financial planning,
insurance and real estate investments, international trade, and securities (stocks and
bonds). Finance students operate the Bobcat Branch, an official branch of the Florida
Credit Union, on the Buchholz campus.
Alachua County Public Schools
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Academy of Automotive Technology – Professional Academies Magnet

This program allows students to explore
career opportunities and the requirements
for a professional service technician.
Students study safety, tools, equipment,
shop operations, basic engine fundamentals,
basic technician skills, automotive general
electrical systems, starting and charging
systems, batteries, lighting, and electrical
accessories. The shop is a NATEF certified
facility and the instructor is an ASE Master Mechanic. Students have the opportunity to
earn their G1 and FADA certifications.

Academy of Robotics and Engineering – Professional Academies Magnet

Students will be provided with a foundation in content and skills associated with robotics
and automation, including artificial intelligence, electronics, physics, and principles
of engineering. In addition, students will learn rapid prototyping utilizing 3D printing
technologies. The third and fourth years of the academy will focus on Automation and
Production Technology, preparing students for careers in the manufacturing cluster.

Academy of Agriscience – Santa Fe
High School

This academy is designed for students
who wish to pursue a career in veterinary
medicine, animal science, or ornamental
horticulture. Students receive classroom
instruction through hands-on labs that
better prepare them for continued education
in a college or university. Agriculture is
the second-largest industry in Florida and
is a multimillion - dollar industry that is
becoming increasingly more technical and
business oriented. Santa Fe High has a 20acre land lab and a state-of-the-art facility,
including artificial insemination equipment.
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Academy of Entrepreneurship –
Buchholz High School

The Academy of Entrepreneurship at
Buchholz High School is a four-year
program for students interested in
entrepreneurship, marketing, and business
management. This program is recognized
as a national model. Students are
encouraged to develop projects in areas
of specialized interest. Business plan
competitions, internships, workshops,
leadership opportunities, and travel are
all part of the experience.

Institute of Culinary Arts – Eastside
High School

This program prepares students for careers
in the hospitality and food service industry.
While students operate the Hungry Ram
Café and Restaurant, they learn skills in
areas such as safety, equipment, baking, ice
carving, grillwork, kitchen management,
and entrepreneurship. Students have the
opportunity to participate in paid internships.
Students who meet academic standards and
participate in 400 hours of work experience
are awarded the Pro Start National Certificate
of Achievement, which allows them to earn
college credits and scholarships.

Academy of Fire & Emergency Medical Services
– Professional Academies Magnet

Students attending this academy are introduced to healthcare
and public safety careers. The cadets are trained as
Emergency Medical Responders or Fire Fighter 1 and also
have the opportunity to dual enroll at Santa Fe College in the
Emergency Medical Technician program. The curriculum
covers basic firefighting skills in Fire Fighting 1, 2, and 3.
The Health Science courses cover the basic medical skills
in CPR, patient assessment, and first aid.
Please contact the Career & Technical Education Department
at 955-6847 with any questions or if you need additional
information or visit www.sbac.edu.
Alachua County Public Schools
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Dual Enrollment

Alachua County Public Schools offers dual enrollment
programs in Technology and Applied Sciences,
Academic Dual Enrollment, and Fine Arts Dual
Enrollment. Dual-enrolled students are not charged
registration, matriculation, or tuition fees by the
University of Florida or Santa Fe College.
All credits earned are transferred back to the local
high school from which the student graduates. College
courses taken while in the program also remain on the
student’s permanent college transcript. Dual
enrollment programs are open to juniors and
seniors who meet the program admission
requirements.
Please contact your child’s school guidance
counselor for the specific program
information and entry requirements.

Credit Retrieval Online Program (CROP)

Each high school offers students the opportunity to make up courses they have previously
failed through online courses. These courses are offered in after-school sessions during the fall
and spring semester of each year and during summer sessions. Students are assigned on a
priority basis. Students should contact their guidance counselor to register.

Florida Virtual School

The Florida Virtual School provides internet-based instruction. A wide variety of courses are
offered through Florida Virtual School, and they are free of charge to Florida students.
Students are assigned to an instructor who monitors and guides their progress. Teachers
communicate with each student by phone and e-mail. Students are able to work at their own
pace, at any time of the day and from any location.
A computer with internet access and permission from parents and a school guidance counselor
are required for enrollment in Florida Virtual School.
For more information or to register, visit the website at www.flvs.net.

Charter Schools

Charter schools are public schools that are privately operated and are exempt from some of the
rules and regulations that govern other public schools. Each charter school has its own governing
board. Charter schools are sponsored by local school boards and receive state funding.
For a complete list of charter schools, addresses, phone numbers and grades served, visit the
district’s website at www.sbac.edu.
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Alachua eSchool
The Alachua eSchool is operated by Alachua County Public Schools.
Alachua eSchool offers high–quality, technology–based education
to elementary, middle, and high school students living in Alachua
County. Because it is operated by the district, Alachua eSchool
offers smaller class sizes, local teachers and tech support, access to
district resources, and the opportunity to earn a high school diploma.
For more information
about Alachua eSchool,
call (352) 955-7589, email
alachuaeschool@gm.sbac.edu
or visit aes.sbac.edu.

Home Education

Parents in Florida may choose to educate their child at home. Under Florida law, parents must
provide written notice to the district school superintendent indicating their intent to provide
education at home. State law outlines other requirements related to the assessment of the
progress of a student educated at home. These requirements can be found on the Florida
Department of Education website at www.floridaschoolchoice.org.
Students participating in a home education program may also be admitted to an Alachua County
public school on a part-time basis.
For more information about this option, parents can contact the district office at (352) 9557608.

Requesting Classroom Transfer

Parents may request that their child be transferred to another teacher’s class, although they
will not be able to choose a specific teacher. This includes parents whose child is assigned
to an ‘out-of-field’ teacher. To request a transfer, parents should submit a request in writing
to the school principal. Decisions on whether to grant transfer requests may be based on the
availability of space, educational appropriateness and other appropriate factors. Schools will
notify parents of approval or denial within two weeks of receiving the request.
Alachua County Public Schools
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STUDENT SERVICES
Exceptional Student Education

The purpose of Exceptional Student
Education (ESE) is to ensure the appropriate
education of all students by establishing high
expectations, removing barriers for students
and teachers, modeling effective practices
and sharing information and expertise.
Programs and services are available for
students ages 3 through 22 with autism
spectrum disorders, emotional and behavioral
disabilities, hearing impairments, multiple
disabilities,
intellectual
disabilities,
orthopedic impairments, other health
impairments, specific learning disabilities,
speech or language impairments, traumatic
brain injuries and visual impairments.
The primary focus of ESE is to help students
access the general education curriculum.
Each student’s educational needs are identified
in an Individual Education Plan (IEP) and are
met through the use of a variety of
instructional and behavioral strategies.
Classroom adaptations may include progress
monitoring, extended time for completing
assignments and other specialized assistance
with class work, assignments and tests.
Eligible students are served in the least
restrictive environment appropriate to their
identified needs. An ESE teacher may work
with a general education teacher to adapt
classroom materials and instruction or may
work directly with students in a general
education classroom, an ESE classroom or an
alternative school.
Speech, language, physical and occupational
therapies; counseling and behavioral support
services; assistive technologies; transitional
services and the like are delivered as the IEP
requires in order to support the ESE
instructional program.
Screening, evaluation and referral services
are available to preschool children ages 3
through 5 through the Florida Diagnostic and
Learning Resources System (Child Find).
Parents of preschool children who believe
their child may be developmentally delayed
or would like more information can contact
the program by calling 1-800-533-0326.
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Gifted Services

Alachua County is committed to providing
an educational program that meets the unique
needs of students identified as gifted.
In Florida, students are eligible for gifted
services if they meet the criteria outlined in
state regulations. Eligibility criteria for a
student include a demonstrated need for
services, evidence of a majority of gifted
behavioral characteristics as indicated on a
standard scale or checklist, and superior
intellectual development as measured on a
test of intelligence.
The gifted curriculum provides greater
challenges to identified students than the
standard curriculum, with differences in:
•
•
•
•

content
teaching/learning environment
instructional strategies
disposition of the learner

The Alachua County gifted program uses a
combination of enrichment and accelerated
curriculum for students. Gifted services are
provided in a variety of ways. The majority
of elementary schools offer a special resource
classroom for their gifted students. These
students leave their regular education
classroom for one or more subjects each day.
Full-day services for gifted students are
available in magnet programs. Eligible
students must apply for and be accepted to
one of these programs.
At the middle school level, students are
typically served through content-based gifted
classes, such as gifted math or science.
Magnet programs are also available for
highly-talented middle school students.
Gifted high school students may participate
in the International Baccalaureate program,
the Cambridge program, Advanced Placement classes or dual-enrollment college
courses.
For more information about Alachua
County’s Gifted Program, call (352) 955-7671.

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)

Alachua County's ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) program provides academic,
cultural, social, and support services to students in grades K-12 whose native language is not
English. Comprehensive instruction is delivered in English to help the students develop language
skills that enable them to actively participate in a student-centered learning process. Students are
screened for ESOL services based on the answers to the Home Language Survey questions.
The questions are as follows:
• Is a language other than English used in the home? If yes, what language?
• Did the student have a first language other than English? If yes, what language?
• Does the student most frequently speak a language other than English?
Students who answer “yes” to any of these questions will take an English Language Proficiency
test. This test is given at the student’s zoned school and measures proficiency in listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. If a student passes the test, he/she will attend his/her zoned school.
If a student qualifies for ESOL, parents have the option of
having their child attend the zoned school or an ESOL center
school. At the zoned school, ESOL students take classes with
all other students. All teachers who work with students who
are not fluent in English will receive training in ESOL
strategies and teaching techniques in order to ensure that
instruction the student can understand is provided.
Students whose parents choose participation at an ESOL center school will spend part of the day
in the ESOL language arts class and the rest of the day in classes with all other students. The
ESOL teachers are specially trained to work with limited-English speakers. ESOL centers are
located at three (3) area schools: J. J. Finley Elementary School, Westwood Middle School, and
Gainesville High School. In order to meet the needs of ESOL families, the district website is
equipped with an online tool that translates our website information into dozens of languages.
Additionally, the district employs two ESOL family liaisons to assist parents in supporting their
students. For more information on the ESOL program, call (352) 955-7622.

Title I

Title I funds are used by schools for a variety of programs
and activities designed to increase children’s academic
achievement and decrease the achievement gap, including
small group instruction, additional teachers, technology,
training, instructional coaches, and learning activities
before and after school and on Saturdays. Title I funds
are also used to assist families by providing family
engagement activities at each school site so that they can
help their children with academic improvement at home.

Dropout Prevention Programs

Dropout prevention programs differ from traditional
educational programs in their scheduling, administrative
structure, philosophy and curriculum setting. They employ alternative teaching methods, curricula
and assessment activities in order to meet the interests, talents and needs of qualifying students.
The district offers a variety of programs to meet the various needs of these students. For more
information, call (352) 955-7671, ext. 1611.
Alachua County Public Schools
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Fearnside Family Services / Early Learning Development
Alachua County Public Schools provides early
intervention and family support services for
preschool-age children and their families at the
Fearnside Family Services Center. A variety of
programs including Head Start, Volunteer PreKindergarten (VPK), WIC and an Alachua County
Health Clinic provide a comprehensive approach
to school readiness and child development
services. The Parent Academy, dedicated to parent
engagement, is also based at the Fearnside Family
Services Center.

Head Start

Head Start is a federally funded pre-school
program which provides comprehensive services to
income eligible three- and four-year-old children
and their families. Services offered include: early
childhood education, medical, dental, nutritional,
mental health, social services, parent engagement
and services to children with disabilities.

Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten (VPK)
The State of Florida offers free
Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten
(VPK) programs to eligible
four-year-old children to help
prepare them for success in
school. Programs are offered
through school systems and
private providers.

Alachua County Health Clinic

The clinic offers immediate care, school physicals,
and family planning for Medicaid or uninsured
patients.
For more information, contact the Fearnside
Family Services Center at (352) 955-6875.

The Parent Academy

The Parent Academy is an initiative that provides
support, assistance and comprehensive services
to parents of Alachua County School students.
Programs available through the Parent Academy
include:

HIPPY

Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool
Youngsters is a FREE home instruction program
for three- and four-year-olds that promotes
school readiness through parental training and
guidance.

Parent Emissary

Parents are paired with a community volunteer who
serves as a mentor to the family. Parent Emissaries
work with the family to promote parental
advocacy, engagement and empowerment.

Mobile Learning Lab

For more information, contact the Alachua
County Early Learning Coalition at (352) 3754100 or visit www.elcalachua.org

The Parent Academy brings resources directly
into the community through the Mobile Learning
Lab. Along with GED programs, the Mobile
Learning Lab offers financial literacy workshops,
training on advocacy/parenting skills and student
achievement techniques.

WIC is a nutritional support program available to
women, infants and children.

For more information, contact: The Parent
Academy at (352) 955-6875.

The primary purpose of Alachua County Public
Schools Comprehensive School Counseling
program is to promote and enhance lifelong
learning for all students through a cooperative
effort with schools, families and the community.
Each school counselor is a certified professional
with master’s, education specialist or doctoral
level training and experience in counseling
strategies, theories, assessment, evaluation, career
development, diversity, learning strategies and
other specialized areas.

counseling program may include school success
skills, social emotional learning, safety, selfmanagement, college/career planning and more.

School counselors provide a program of services
and activities to address the academic, career and
personal/social needs of students based on an
analysis of student data and input from teachers,
parents, students and others. These services
include academic, career and personal/social
counseling. Areas addressed through the

The involvement and support of families in the
school counseling program is vital. Parents are
encouraged to work closely with their child’s
counselor. For more information, contact your
child’s school or the district’s office of School
Counseling and Student Services at (352) 9557671, ext. 1610.

WIC

School Counseling
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School counselors are also excellent resources for
information regarding mental health and suicide
prevention. When a student seeks counseling or is
referred by a teacher or parent, the counselor is
able to provide support, assess for risk, and
connect students and families with local
counseling and mental health services.

Extended Day Enrichment
Program

The Extended Day Enrichment Program
(EDEP) is available at all Alachua County
elementary schools. The goal of the program,
which is funded through parent fees, is to
provide safe and enriching after-school
activities that help children develop socially,
academically, emotionally and physically.
Students may do homework and/or participate
in various recreational and enrichment
activities. An afternoon snack is provided.
EDEP is also available in middle schools
including Fort Clarke, High Springs, Kanapaha,
Oak View and Westwood.
The specific program will vary from school to
school based on the needs and interests of the
students and the expertise of the staff. All
programs begin at school dismissal, while
closing times vary according to school.
For more information, contact your child’s
school or the district EDEP office at (352) 9557766.

FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS
Adult Education.......................................................... 955-7035
Career and Technical Education.................................. 955-6847
Curriculum................................................................. 955-7444
District Switchboard................................................... 955-7300
Exceptional Student Ed./Student
Support Services........................................955-7671, ext. 1600
The Education Foundation............................955-7250, ext. 224
Food Service............................................................... 955-7539
GED............................................................................ 955-7795
Head Start/Preschool Education................................. 955-6875
Home School Information.......................................... 955-7608
Human Resources ........................................955-7727, ext. 253
Parent Academy......................................................... 955-6875
Public Information Office........................................... 955-7545
School Board Agenda Information............................. 955-7880
School Counseling......................................955-7671, ext. 1600
Student Assignment (Zoning) ................................... 955-7700
Testing....................................................................... 955-7699
Transportation...........................................955-7602, ext. 1700
Volunteer/Business Partnership
Program.......................................................955-7250, ext. 252

Elementary Schools

Phone

Alachua Elementary
Archer Elementary
Chiles, Lawton Elementary
Finley, J.J. Elementary
Foster, Stephen Elementary
Glen Springs Elementary
Hidden Oak Elementary
High Springs Community
Idylwild Elementary
Irby, W. W. Elementary
Lake Forest Elementary
Littlewood Elementary
Meadowbrook Elementary
Metcalfe Elementary
Newberry Elementary
Norton, C. W. Elementary
Rawlings, M. K. Elementary
Shell, Chester Elementary
Talbot, Wm. S. Elementary
Terwilliger, Myra Elementary
Wiles, Kimball Elementary
Williams, Joseph Elementary

#

* 462-1841
495-2111
333-2825
955-6705
955-6706
955-6708
333-2801
* 454-1958
955-6709
* 462-5002
955-6710
955-6712
333-2828
955-6713
472-1100
955-6765
955-6715
481-1901
955-6716
955-6717
955-6955
955-6719

Middle Schools

Phone #

Howard Bishop Middle School
Fort Clarke Middle School
Kanapaha Middle School
Lincoln Middle School
Mebane Middle School
Oak View Middle School
Westwood Middle School

955-6701
333-2800
955-6960
955-6711
* 462-1648
472-1102
955-6718

High Schools

Phone #

Buchholz High School
Eastside High School
Gainesville High School
Hawthorne Middle/High School
Newberry High School
Professional Academies
Magnet at Loften High School
Santa Fe High School

955-6702
955-6704
955-6707
481-1900
472-1101

Centers

955-6839
* 462-1125
Phone #

Camp Crystal Lake
1-855-651-2267
Duval Early Learning Academy
955-6703
Fearnside Family Services
955-6875
A. Quinn Jones Center
955-6840
Sidney Lanier School
955-6841
Regional Detention Center
955-7895
* Area Codes are 386; all others 352
Alachua County Public Schools
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Good Nutrition and Learning Go Hand and Hand
Alachua County Public Schools Food & Nutrition Service (FNS) provides students with access to a
variety of affordable and appetizing foods that meet their health and nutrition needs. Our innovative
menus are developed by our District Chef and taste-tested with student focus groups to ensure they
are student favorites. All meals follow the requirements of the USDA School Meal pattern guidelines.
Grab & Go Bistro Boxes are also offered for students who prefer a quick meal option.
Last school year 2.9 million lunches and 1.4 million breakfast were served in our schools! Our menu
options are taste-tested “For Students … By Students” to ensure that we offer foods they will love.
Give school lunch a try if your child does not eat in the school Café already! Parents are welcome to
join their children for lunch at any time.
•• Farm to School: Our award winning Farm to School program allows FNS to procure fresh
produce from local farmers that is offered as part of the daily meals at all schools. Please visit
www.farm2schoolalachua.com for more information about this program and school gardens.
•• On Point Food Truck: High School students have the opportunity to visit the On Point Food
Truck and create custom lunch entrees. The food truck visits all local high schools on a rotating
basis each week. All students, regardless of income status (free, reduced or paid), are eligible
to receive meals from the food truck. Schools also reserve the truck for after-hours special
events. The food truck also enables FNS to serve more students for the summer meal program.
•• After School Meal Program: The Afterschool Meal Program is in place at 27 local schools for
the start of the 2018-19 school year. Students who are on campus for afterschool programs will
be eligible to participate. Check the FNS website for the current list of participating schools.
•• Catering: Catering services are available through FNS for school-related events. FNS Catering
is able to accommodate requests such as snacks for classrooms to full-service meals. Visit our
website at www.acpsfood.com or contact Leanna Tanner, Catering & Special Events manager
at 352-955-7539 x1559 for more information.

Community Eligibility Program (CEP)

FNS is pleased to announce the expansion of the CEP program. The program will allow FNS to provide
both a nutritious breakfast and lunch at no charge for ALL students enrolled at the schools listed
below without the collection of free and reduced price family applications.
CEP will be offered at the following 46 schools for the 2018-19 school year:
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A. Q. Jones

Fearnside Family Services
Center

Lake Forest Elementary

Rawlings Elementary

Alachua Elementary

Finley Elementary

Littlewood Elementary

Santa Fe High*

AMI Kids

Foster Elementary

Lincoln Middle

Shell Elementary

Archer Elementary

Ft. Clarke Middle*

Loften Center*

Siatech Charter

Bishop Middle

Gainesville High School*

Mebane Middle

Sidney Lanier

Boulware Charter

Genesis Charter

Metcalfe Elementary

Talbot Elementary*

Caring and Sharing

Glenn Springs
Elementary*

Mycro School

Terwilliger Elementary

Chiles Elementary*

Hawthorne Middle/High

Newberry Elementary

Westwood Middle

Duval Early Learning
Academy

High Springs Community*

Norton Elementary

Wiles Elementary

Eastside High School*

Idylwild Elementary

Newberry High*

Williams Elementary

The Einstein School*

Irby Elementary

Oak View Middle*

Expressions Learning
Academy*

Kanapaha Middle*

One Room School House
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Meal prices for the 2018-19 School Year for NON CEP Schools
Breakfast (All Grades) / Lunch
Reduced $0.30
Reduced		
$0.40
Paid
$1.00
Paid Elementary
$2.25
Adult
$1.75
Paid Middle/High
$2.50
			
Adult
$3.50
* All students at CEP schools receive free breakfast & lunch

What’s for Breakfast & Lunch?
Visit www.acpsfood.com or download the Nutrislice App for your smart device to
view our menus.

Prepayment for Meals Made Easy
FNS works with www.myschoolbucks.com for online prepayment options. You can check
your child’s account balance, view what your child has purchased and get reminders when
your child’s account balance is low. You also have the option to send money or a check to
school with your student. Please place in an envelope marked clearly with your student’s
name, ID# and Teacher’s Name and turn in to the cafeteria staff or school office.
Free and reduced price meals are provided to students who qualify. We encourage you to
take advantage of our parent-friendly online Family Meal Application for faster processing.
Visit www.acpsfood.com to access the online meal applications. Hard copy applications
are also available at your child’s school.

Like and follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram at Alachua County School Meals.
Please contact the FNS Office if you have any questions at: 352-955-7539.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibitsdiscriminationits customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases
of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital
status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance
program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department.
(Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)
Alachua County Public Schools
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BEING INVOLVED
Parent involvement is one of the most important
factors in a student’s success both in and out of
school. Studies show that the children of
involved parents have higher grades and
attendance, fewer discipline problems, are
more likely to graduate and go to college and
less likely to engage in destructive behaviors,
including violence and drug abuse.

Most children will need help with homework
from time to time. Your child’s teacher can
provide you with advice on how to help your
child with homework. Some schools even offer
workshops for parents and/or parent resource
materials. Call your school or your child’s
teacher for more information about what is
available.

There are many ways parents can get involved
in their child’s education. First and foremost,
you should show an interest in school. Ask
about school activities and encourage your
child to talk
about what’s happening at school.

Home-School Communications

Learning Opportunities at
Home

Many of the lessons being taught at school can
be reinforced at home in very simple ways.
Reading with your children, discussing current
events, practicing math skills by working
together on household projects––there are
endless activities that you can do at home to
help your child. Your child’s teacher can
provide you with some ideas.

Homework

Homework also reinforces classroom lessons.
There are several things you can do to help your
child successfully complete his or her
homework.
• Encourage your child to use a calendar or
planner to write down assignments every
day.
• Have a routine for starting and completing
homework. Some children need a snack
and playtime immediately after school.
Others prefer to get homework done right
away.
• Set aside a homework place with enough
work space, lighting and materials.
• Turn off the television during study time.
Avoid other distractions, such as cell
phones and video games.
• Check your child’s homework for
completeness and accuracy.
• Set up a routine for your child to follow to
get homework back to the teacher, such as
keeping it in a special folder or in particular
part of his/her backpack.
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Effective home-school communications should
begin even before school starts. All schools
offer meet-your-teacher or other orientation
sessions for students and parents before the first
day of school. All schools also conduct open
house meetings in the fall. These are great
opportunities to visit the campus, meet the
teachers and learn more about what your child
will be doing in school. During these events,
most teachers will share with parents the best
way to communicate with them.
Alachua County Public School families can
take advantage of the online Family Access
system, which provides up-to-date information
on their student’s grades, test scores, attendance,
assignments and other school-related information posted by schools and teachers. Parents
and/or students interested in signing on to
Family Access will need to visit the school to
receive a user ID and password.
At the beginning of the school year you will
receive quite a bit of information from your
child’s school, including the Code of Student
Conduct, calendars, etc. You will also be asked
to return your child’s emergency form with a
list of contact names, phone numbers and other
important information. Please be sure to review
these materials carefully and provide the
information requested.
Additional information will be sent home with
your child throughout the school year, including
report cards, progress reports, newsletters and
fliers about upcoming school activities. Be sure
to talk with your child and check his or her
backpack regularly for such material. You may
also occasionally receive a recorded phone
message and/or email from your school or the
district with important information.

School Conferences

Conferences are a good way for parents, teachers
and other school staff members to communicate
about issues ranging from academic progress to
classroom behavior. They can be initiated either
by the parent or by the school. Either way, parents
and teachers can share information and develop
strategies for helping a child succeed.

If your child receives special services (e.g., gifted
and talented programs, speech or occupational
therapy), be sure to ask about the frequency of
services and your child’s progress.

The National PTA has the following advice for
parents about parent-teacher conferences:

Before the Conference

Schedule an appointment: A parent-teacher
conference is not the only time when parents and
teachers should make contact. Parents may want
to schedule a special meeting with their child's
teacher for a variety of reasons. If you need to set
up an appointment with the teacher, make a phone
call or write a quick note to the teacher and let
him or her know if you have particular issues you
would like to discuss.
Talk to your child: Find out which subjects your
child likes the best and the least. Ask why. Also,
ask if there is anything your child would like you
to talk about with the teacher. Help the child
understand that you and the teacher are meeting to
help him or her. If your child is in middle or high
school, you may want to include him or her in the
conference.
Gather input from others: If your spouse,
another care-giving adult, or someone with
pertinent information or insight (doctor, counselor,
other guardian) can't attend the conference, ask
for that person's concerns and questions before
the conference.
Make a list: Before you go to the meeting, make
a list of topics to discuss with the teacher. Along
with questions about academics and behavior, you
may want to talk to the teacher about the child's
home life, personality, concerns, habits and
hobbies, and other topics that may help the teacher
in working with the child (e.g., religious holidays,
music lessons, part-time jobs, a sick relative).

During the Conference

Establish rapport: As an icebreaker, take notice
of something that reflects well upon the teacher.
For example, thank the teacher for having made
thoughtful notes on your child's homework or for
the special attention in helping your child learn to
multiply.
Ask questions: Questions you ask during the
conference can help you express your hopes for
the student’s success in class and for the teacher.
It’s a good idea to ask the important questions
first, in case time runs out. The teacher’s answers
should help you both work together to help your
child.

Addressing problems: Parent-teacher
conferences are a good time to discuss any
difficulties (either academic or behavioral) a child
might be having at school. When problems arise,
parents will want to:
• Avoid angry or apologetic reactions. Instead,
ask for examples.
• Ask what is being done about the problem
and what strategies seem to help at school.
• Develop an action plan that may include steps
that parents can take at home and steps the
teacher will take when the problem comes up
at school.
• Schedule a follow-up conference and decide
on the best way to stay in touch (phone,
e-mail, or letters sent to the home).
Develop an action plan: If the student needs help
with a behavioral or an academic issue, you and
the teacher should agree on specific plans to help
your child do better. Be sure you understand what
the teacher suggests. If it's not clear, ask him or
her to explain. Set up a way to check on your
child's progress. You and the teacher can decide
how best to stay in touch, such as through phone
calls, notes, or additional meetings.
Ending the conference: End the conference by
reviewing what you discussed and restating your
action plan. This is also a good time to set up your
next meeting.

After the Conference

When discussing the conference with the child
afterward, stress the good things that were covered
and be direct about problems that were identified.
If an action plan is in place, explain to the child
what was arranged. Watch your child's behavior
and check on classwork and homework. Ask how
the student feels about schoolwork. Stay in touch
with the teacher to discuss your child's progress.
Express appreciation as progress is made. A good
way to promote a continuing relationship with
the teacher is to say "thank-you" with a note or
a telephone call. Continuing to keep in touch
with the teacher, even if things are going well,
can play an important role in helping the child do
Alachua County Public Schools
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better in school. When a child knows parents and
teachers are regularly working together, the child
will see that education is a high priority requiring
commitment and effort.

School Advisory Council (SAC)

All schools have a school advisory council that is
ethnically, racially and economically representative
of the community it serves. The members, including
the principal, teachers and other employees,
parents, community members and in some cases
students, work together to improve the school.
One of the major tasks of an SAC is to develop an
annual school improvement plan, which outlines
the school’s goals and the strategies for reaching
those goals.
SAC members are selected each year, usually by
their peer groups–in other words, parents select
parent representatives, teachers select teachers, and
so on. Most SACs meet monthly, with meetings
advertised through parent newsletters, school signs
and other methods. All SAC meetings are open to
the public.
If you are interested in serving on your school’s
SAC, you should contact your school’s principal.

Parent-Teacher Support Groups

Most schools have parent-teacher support groups
that provide much-needed assistance to the school.
In most cases, these groups are either PTAs (Parent
Teacher Associations) or PTSAs (Parent Teacher
Student Associations). Alachua County also has a
County Council of PTAs which serves as an
umbrella organization for local PTAs and also
provides training and advocacy and promotes
parental engagement. For more information,
visit the ACCPTA website at www.accpta.org.
Many schools also have booster groups that support
schoolwide programs (such as academic boosters)
or specific activities (such as band or athletic
boosters). More information about getting involved
in such groups is available at your child’s school.

Volunteering

We welcome volunteers in the Alachua County
Public Schools! The active
participation of parents and
community members in the
classroom extends the effectiveness
of teachers and staff. Volunteers also
help the district deliver valuable
services to students and schools that would not be
feasible without the support of the community. A
volunteer may work with students in the classroom,
chaperone fieldtrips, assist teachers, mentor,
help with fundraisers, and special activities-the
possibilities are endless!
Volunteering is also a wonderful way for parents
to stay involved in their child’s education and to
see first-hand what is happening at their child’s
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school. If you think you will go on a field trip or
help in your child’s classroom at anytime during
the year, fill out the application at the beginning of
the school year.
The district application is online through Raptor
Technologies, which is the program we use to
check in visitors and volunteers to our schools. We
will no longer accept paper volunteer applications.
Each of our schools can assist you in accessing
the online application. You can also come to
the School Volunteer office to complete the
volunteer application. You can even apply with
your smartphone. You can access the volunteer
application from the district’s website or directly at
bit.ly/ACPSapp.
Every school in the district has a volunteer
coordinator. If you are interested in volunteering,
contact your child’s school or the School Volunteer
Office at 352-955-7250 X252.

Partners in Education

The district also has a very extensive
business partnership program which
links
local
businesses
and
organizations with schools to
promote student learning. Our business partners
provide speakers, volunteers, internships, tours,
financial support and many other benefits. If your
business or organization is interested in becoming a
partner, contact the Business Partnership
Program at (352) 955-7250 ext. 235.

The Education Foundation of
Alachua County

For more than 30 years , The Education Foundation
has been providing valuable support to the students
and teachers of the Alachua County Public Schools.
The Education Foundation provides hope to
students through the Take Stock in Children
program, which provides college scholarships to
over 350 low-income students who commit to
making good grades and staying out of trouble.
Each student also has a volunteer mentor who
meets with them weekly. Through its Senior
Scholarship program the Foundation also provides
over $250,000 annually in college scholarships to
high school seniors. The Foundation also empowers
and elevates teachers by providing professional
development opportunities throughout the year and
recognizing them at the annual Teacher of the Year
Ceremony.
For more information on how you can become
involved with The Education Foundation of
Alachua County, please call 352-955-7250 Ext. 224
or visit www.Ed FoundationAC.org.

Parent Self-Assessment Checklist

Florida law calls for the distribution of a parent self-assessment checklist to all families.
The checklist offers a recommended list of the steps parents can take to help boost their
child’s success in school, including:
þþ I talk to my child regularly about school and the importance of doing one’s best.
þþ I know that my child has the ability to succeed.
þþ I help my child learn to set long- and short-term goals.
þþ I praise my child for both effort and achievement.
þþ I encourage my child to read every day and provide opportunities for the family
to read together.
þþ I provide lots of age-appropriate reading material in the home.
þþ I set aside a special study time and a study area with the tools needed to
complete assignments.
þþ I ask to see the work my child is doing in school.
þþ I make it easy for my child to go to the library.
þþ I attend workshops and training on how to help my child at home.
þþ I am aware of what my child watches on TV and what electronic or computer
games my child plays.
þþ I have read the Student Code of Conduct and returned the parent signature form.
þþ I model positive behaviors such as respect for my child, others and myself.
þþ I make sure my child attends school daily and promptly.
þþ I encourage my child to accept responsibility for his/her actions.
þþ I monitor my child’s participation in extra-curriculuar and after-school activities.
þþ I maintain regular communication with the school and teacher(s).
þþ I find out how my child is progressing by attending parent-teacher conferences
when needed.
þþ I attend Open House and other school events.
þþ I volunteer in and for the school when possible.
þþ I talk to my child in a patient, understanding and caring manner.
Alachua County Public Schools
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Low-Cost Home Internet
Now with 50% Faster Speeds!

Cox Connect2Compete opens a world of opportunity for families that
have a K-12 student and receive government assistance.

No Deposits

No Annual Contracts

Free Installation

Free Modem Rental

Available to new Cox Internet customers

Enroll Now!

Learn more at Cox.com/C2C
or call 855-222-3252.

Check out the

COX
DIGITAL
ACADEMY

COMPUTER SKILLS
SAFE BROWSING TIPS
EDUCATIONAL GAMES

Smart Tools for School

*Restrictions apply. Families with K-12 children who are eligible for the National School Lunch Program, SNAP, and/or TANF; who receive Tenant-Based Vouchers, Project-Based Vouchers or
Section 8 Project-Based Rental Assistance (PBRA); and/or who live in Public Housing, are eligible for Cox’s Connect2Compete discounted Internet service offer. Not available in all areas. “No
annual contract” means no speciﬁc term period requirement and no early termination fees. All Cox services are provided subject to end-user service agreements (including mandatory arbitration
provisions) and other policies, which may be found at www.cox.com/aboutus/policies.html. Offer is available to qualifying new residential Cox Internet customers in Cox service areas who meet
eligibility criteria. $9.95/month includes Connect2Compete Internet service (up to 15 Mbps download speeds) on a single outlet. One WiFi modem included at no additional monthly charge;
remains Cox property and must be returned upon termination of service to avoid charges. Advertised program pricing available while eligibility criteria are met. Includes WiFi network access at
multiple locations across the country. See www.cox.com/hotspots for available coverage areas and hotspots. No installation charge for standard install on one prewired outlet. Additional installation, applicable taxes, and other fees are extra. Actual Internet speeds vary and are not guaranteed. See www.cox.com/internetdisclosures for complete Cox Internet Disclosures. Then-current
Internet service and modem lease rates will apply when program eligibility requirements are no longer met. Re-enrollment not permitted. Offer, prices and eligibility requirements are subject to
change. Offer and eligibility are also subject to Connect2Compete program terms and conditions. Call 1-855-222-3252 for restrictions and complete details, or visit Cox.com/C2C. Connect2Compete is a program to provide home Internet service for families. It is not a school program, and is not endorsed or required by your school. Your school is not responsible for Connect2Compete
accounts. No school funds were used for this notice.

is proud to bring

Affordable, High-Speed Internet
to Alachua County students

